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By  J  OS r, v\\    \  v ^ l a n di  r 

IN-  this  grave  hour  of  triumph 
\^hich  Thy  hand.  Lord,  hath  wrought, 
Humble  us  yet,  lest  we  forget 
The  things  for  which  we  fought, 

H^lp  us  retain  the  fervor 

01  faith,  lest,  flushed  with  pride, 
^€  loudly  boast,  nor  heed  the  host 
KOi  martyrdom  who  died. 


Wife  we  1:)estow  thelatirel» 
\wieii  the  bright  list  is  named, 

LordXhoM  in  mind  the  brave  men  bii^d, 
Themeroes  halt  and  maimed, 

-\  ow,  h&Ing  seen  the^  horrior 

Which  %ate  can  make  men  do,. 
Ke^p  cleaAthe  sword  of  freedon^,  Lor( 
id  searm  otir  own  hearts  tifo. 

Vhen\we  hav\e  done  with  battle, 
\Mkri  drums^  and  tramplit/gs  ceaj 
Be  with\us  then  and  rous»n  men 
As  fierce  a  zeal  for  pea:? 


(B^printecfyby  p« 
ThA  Satun 
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ON    CONTRIBUTORS   TO   THIS   ISSUE 


Maxwell  Droke  (A  Nczv  Year — A  Nezv 
Start,   page    5)    was    the    subject    of   brief 
mention   in   this    column    last   month.    But 
we      thought      you'd 
like  to  take  a  gander 
at    his    picture.    And 
for  those  of  you  who 
missed        something 
important     in     your 
lives  by  missing  the 
November  Link,  let 
us    repeat    that    Mr. 
Droke  has  been  en- 
gaged    to     write     a 
Maxwell  Droke  ^^^j^^  ^f  articles  for 

us  designed  to  help  a^ou  reconvert  to  civilian 
ways.  He  is  the  author  of  a  humdinger  of 
a  little  book,  especially  slanted  your  way, 
entitled  Good-by  to  G.I.  It's  published  by 
Abingdon- Cokesbury,  and  will  set  you  back 
only  one  dollar ;  you  won't  regret  the  in- 
vestment. 

John  F.  Hayes,  who  contributes  our 
fiction  piece  for  this  issue  {Where  the 
Pozver  Lies,  page  9 ) ,  now  lives  in  Chicago. 
There  he  blends  experience  with  imagina- 
tion (plus  the  usual  perspiration  required 
of  writers  who  earn  their  bread  by  putting 
together  words  in  interesting  sequence)  to 
produce  stories  and  articles  for  various 
magazines. 

Paul  C.  Allen  {The  Atomic  Bomb: 
Should  the  Formula  Be  Destroyed f  page 
14)  is  a  naval  chaplain  with  plenty  of  ex- 
perience in  the  Pacific  Theater.  When  we 
last  heard  from  him,  he  was  serving  aboard 
the  USS  Barnstable,  but  even  then  he  had 
in  his  pocket  orders  to  return  to  the  States. 
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His  denomination  is  Northern  Baptist,  and 
he  is  an  enthusiastic  booster  for  this  mag- 
azine— which,  of  course,  makes  us  regard 
him  with  tender  aft'ection. 

William  B.  Gamble  {He  Had  Control, 
page  20)  is  another  Transport  Chaplain. 
At  last  accounts  he  was  aboard  the  US  AT 
Borinqucn,  operating  out  of  England.  We 
solicited  this  article  a  year  and  a  half  ago ; 
the  manuscript  we  "long  time  no  see,"  but 
3'ou'll  agree  it  was  worth  waiting  for. 
His    church    is    the    United    Presbyterian. 

Gary  Bousman  {Hozv  Religion  Helps, 
page  26)  is  a  U.  S.  Armj^  chaplain  sta- 
tioned, at  last  reports,  with  the  9th  In- 
fantry Training  Battalion,  Camp  Wheeler, 
Ga.  There  he  edits  (or  edited)  a  snappy 
little  paper  called  "The  Sky-Pilot  Gazette." 
His  church :   Congregational-Christian. 

James  S.  Speese  {A  Little  Gold  Ring, 
page  29)  is  base  chaplain  at  the  Bartow 
(Fla.)  Army  Air  Field,  Chaplain  Speese 
has  been  a  warm  supporter  of  the  SMCL 
idea  since  the  League's  inception,  and  now 
that  the  war  is  over  he's  conducting  a  one- 
man  campaign  to  carry  the  SMCL,  or  a 
reasonable  facsimile  thereof,  over  into  the 
postwar  period.  His  article  grew  out  of  a 
poll  he  conducted  among  his  men.  Says  he : 
"We  distribute  200  Links  each  month  to 
the  men  here,  and  they  are  eagerly  read." 

HoUis  W.  Hastings  {This  Is  the  Vic- 
tory, page  32)  is  a  chaplain's  assistant  at 
Welch  Convalescent  Hospital,  Daytona 
Beach,  Fla.  Prior  to  his  present  appoint- 
ment, he  served  as  chaplain's  assistant  at 
Camp  Sibert,  Ala.  He  hopes  to  be  out  of 
the  Army  by  February,  in  time  to  enter 
theological  seminary. 

Harold    L.    Proppe     {What    Goes    on     \ 
Here?  page  39)   is  a  Navy  chaplain  whose      ^ 
name  has  appeared  before  among  our  con-      < 
tributors.  Last  we  heard  from  him,  he  was 
performing  his  efficient  services  aboard  the 
USS  Pickaway. 


Away  back  last  June  (seems  a  long 
time  now,  in  view  of  all  that  has  hap- 
pened since,  doesn't  it?)  we  waded  out  up 
to  our  necks  into  the 
Ve  ace  time  current  controversy  re- 

Conscription  bating  to  peacetime  con- 

scription. We  were  sin- 
cerely eager  to  get  your  slant  on  whether 
or  not  this  nation  should  adopt  compulsory 
military  training  in  peace  as  well  as  war. 

To  stimulate  your  thinking  on  the  sub- 
ject \vt  gave  you  articles  by  two  eminent 
Americans,  one  for  and  the  other  against. 
The  pro-conscriptionists  were  represented 
by  Air.  Ben  Hibbs,  editor  of  The  Saturday 
Evening  Post,  and  the  cause  of  the  antis 
was  presented  by  Dr.  Walter  Van  Kirk, 
NBC's  religious  newscaster.  We  asked  you 
to  read  both  sides  carefully,  weigh  their 
arguments  with  impartiality,  and  then 
come  forth  with  your  own  opinions. 

To  some  of  our  readers,  lately  come 
among  us,  this  request  was  as  startling  as 
it  was  unexpected.  One  soldier  wrote: 
"Boy,  did  I  get  a  kick  out  of  that  invita- 
tion !  In  all  the  time  I've  been  in  this 
man's  Army  (three  years)  this  is  the  first 
time  anybody's  asked  my  opinion  about 
anything!"  Another,  this  one  a  Marine 
deep  in  the  purple  business  of  Okinawa, 
said :  "Your  magazine  is  the  first  to  ask 
for  our  say-so  in  any  matter  of  national 
controversy;  I  hope  you  can  print  the 
answers !" 

Till  then  we  weren't  fully  aware  that  we 


had  been  the  lone  champions  of  free  speech 
in  the  service.  We  had  rejoiced  again  and 
again  in  being  able  to  print,  right  through 
the  tightest  period  of  censorship,  material 
that  was  often  strongly  controversial  and 
not  infrequently  critical  of  military  powers 
and  policies.  We  always  contended  that  it 
was  the  service  man's  right,  so  long  as  no 
military  security  was  threatened,  to  receive 
facts,  make  up  his  own  mind,  and  speak 
that  mind  without  having  to  fear  the  heavy 
hand  of  brass  upon  his  shoulder  in  an  un- 
friendly sort  of  way. 

1  HAT'S  WHY  we  entered  this  compul- 
sory military  training  argument;  we  felt 
that  you,  above  all  others,  should  have 
your  say.  We  withheld 
Speaking  for  the    replies    only    long 

the  ^Pros'  enough  to  allow  every- 

body to  get  his  reply 
in.  Due  to  the  fact  that  we're  spread  all 
over  the  wide  world,  that  takes  time. 

And  here  they  are.  First,  let  us  look  at 
those  in  favor  of  the  deal : 

By  Sgt.  Thomas  G.  Carson 

271st  Infantry    (Germauy) 

I  am  for  peacetime  conscription,  and  so 
are  a  large  percentage  of  men,  especially 
those  overseas. 

Mr.  Van  Kirk  says  conscription  did  not 
avert  a  war  for  France  or  Germany.  I 
don't  contend  it  will  avert  wars,  but  we  will 
at  least  be  somewhat  prepared  for  one  if 
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it  does  come.  He  also  wants  to  know  who 
we  will  be  preparing  to  fight'  Must  we 
have  in  mind  a  nation  we  intend  to  attack 
and  conquer  just  because  we  give  the  j^outh 
of  the  nation  military  training?  .  .  .  The 
fact  that  America  is  a  peace-loving  and 
religious  nation  does  not  insure  that  other 
nations  will  be  the  same.  Peacetime  con- 
scription is  not  a  question  of  averting  fu- 
ture wars,  of  national  health,  nor  of  reli- 
gion, but  a  matter  of  self  defense. 

B}'  Pfc.  George  Day 

763rd   Clearing   Company 

Peacetime  compulsory  military  train- 
ing is  against  American  ideals,  hut  it  is 
time  that  we  Americans  woke  up  to  the 
fact  that  this  is  a  "real  life"  world  and  not 
some  idealistic  dream  world.  People  hate 
us.  The  best  way  to  keep  out  of  trouble  is 
to  be  ready  to  meet  it  and  let  the  would-be 
invader  know  that  we  will  and  are  ready 
to  fight.  .  .  .  There  can  be  no  lasting  peace 
until  people  all  over  the  world  start  work- 
ing in  earnest  to  help  God  bring  His 
"Kingdom  of  Heaven  on  Earth"  into  being. 

As  one  who  has  seen  the  worst  side  of 
war — in  the  hospitals — I  say :  let  us  see  to 
it  that  our  boys  do  not  have  to  go  through 
a  thing  like  this  again — ^by  being  prepared 
to  fight  and  letting  our  enemies  know  it! 
But  let  the  peacetime  training  be  of  a 
constructive  nature. 

By  Cpl.  Joy  C.  Bauch 

1155th  Engineer  Combat  Group 

I  am  for  peacetime  conscription.  A  peace- 
time civilian  army  would  perpetuate  the 
feeling  of  unity  we  have  gained  during  the 
war.  In  the  present  United  States  civilian 
army  the  Northerner  is  shoulder  to  shoul- 
der with  the  Southerner ;  the  Negro  is 
beside  the  White ;  the  Jew,  the  Catholic  and 
the  Protestant  live  together  and  fight  for 
the  same  cause ;  men  from  all  of  the  forty- 
eight  states  have  learned  to  respect  each 
other  in  this  Army  and  have  caused  all  to 


realize  each  man,  regardless  of  creed  and 
background,  is  an  integral  part  of  the 
nation. 

By  T/Sgt.  Gerald  K.  Connolly 

26th  Marine  Regiment 

It  will  be  necessary  to  have  some  form 
of  military  training  in  the  future,  so  I  offer 
a  third  plan — a  form  of  R.O.T.C.  to  be 
incorporated  into  the  last  two  years  of  all 
high  schools,  and  covering:  (1)  Basic 
training — drill  and  discipline;  (2)  Tech- 
nical and  tactical  study  of  warfare;  (3) 
Stressing  of  physical  exercises  to  build  up 
the  body  and  health. 

By  Chaplain  Albert  M.  B.  Snapp 

53rd  General  Hospital 

I  have  made  a  survey  of  the  officers  and     j 
enlisted  men  of  this  unit,  and  I  find  about     \ 
40  would   cast   their   votes   against   peace- 
time  conscription,    while    about    70   would      i 
vote  for  it.  These  70  (out  of  the  110  vot-     I 
ing)  qualified  their  statement  to  this  effect:      ; 
"We  are  not   in  favor   of  regular   Army- 
style  training  for  these  boys.  But  if  it  can 
be    patterned    after    the    R.O.T.C.,    or    in- 
dustrial trades  taught  along  with  the  mili- 
tary training  program,  then  we  are  for  it." 

By  Chaplain  Peter  H.  Monsma 

3rd  Replacement  Bn.  *" 

I  find  myself  in  substantial  agreement 
with  Mr.  Hibbs.  Dr.  Van  Kirk  seems  still 
to  be  in  the  dreamworld  in  which  so 
many  Protestants  lived  in  the  years  be- 
tween the  wars — ^the  world  in  which  de- 
cisions reached  at  the  conference  table  are 
a  sufficient  guarantee  of  peace,  in  which 
undesirable  conditions  can  be  overcome  by 
outward  adjustment  of  things. 

For  the  sake  of  the  men  who  gave  their 
lives  in  this  struggle,  for  the  sake  of  our 
children,  and  for  the  sake  of  God's  king- 
dom, let's  be  realistic  and  not  expect  a 
world  of  this  kind  until  far  more  people  in 
(Conthuied  on  page  30) 


That  discharge  button  is  your  ticket 
to  a  new  beginning;  get  out  the  road 
map  now  and  decide  where  you're  going! 

By     MAXWELL     DROKE 


T^AT  long-forgotten  primitive  man  who 
first  conceived  the  notion  of  dividing  up 
Time  into  neat  little  chunks  labeled  "weeks, 
months  and  years"  was  one  of  the  great 
benefactors  of  the  human  race.  Perhaps 
even  then  he  sensed  a  deep  psychological 
need  for  a  periodical  balancing  of  accounts 
— 3.  stated  time  when  one  could  wipe  the 
slate  clean  and  begin  again.  Some  of  the 
earliest  pagan  feasts  were  dedicated  to  that 
very  purpose.  And  from  them  has  evolved 
our  own  celebration  of  the  New  Year. 

But  January  1,  1946,  will  stand  as  an  en- 
during symbol.  It  marks  not  only  the  be- 
ginning of  a  New  Year  but  the  coming  of 
a  New  Era.  And  for  many  who  read  these 
words,  it  will  signalize  a  New  Life. 

Perhaps  this  is  not  quite  as  you  would 
have  had  it.  Through  all  the  multiplied 
months  of  war  and  bloodshed  you  have 
been  hugging  to  your  heart  the  hope  of 
returning  to  the  old  life.  You  have  wanted, 
more  than  all  else,  to  take  up  just  where 
you  left  off.  But  that  is  a 
vain  hope.  It  is  a  Great 
Delusion  that  has  haunted 
wanderers  through  all  the 
ages.  Hard  as  it  may  be 


fs^commended [or 
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to  face  the  fact,  our  first  reconstruction 
step  is  to  realize  that,  in  a  time  sense,  we 
can  never  go  hack  to  anything  in  this  old 
world.  On  the  time  machine,  there  is  no 
reverse  gear. 

Now,  you  can  dismount  from  the  silver- 
maned  charger  on  a  merry-go-round,  buy 
3^ourself  a  coke  or  a  package  of  popcorn, 
catch  j'our  steed  on  the  next  turn  and  have 
no  sense  of  having  missed  anything  but  a 
few  moments  of  dizzy  circling.  But  a 
merry-go-round  isn't  going  anyplace.  And 
in  that  significant  respect  it  differs  from 
the  course  of  human  life. 

Oh,  yes,  to  be  sure  you  can  retrace  your 
steps.  You  can  return  to  familiar  haunts. 
But  Time,  in  the  interval,  has  moved  on. 
In  its  course,  it  has  touched  every  familiar 
life,  altered  every  circumstance.  Nothing  is 
as  you  left  it. 

No,  you  can  never  go  hack.  You  can  only 
go  on.  Time  has  changed  the  world  that 
you  once  knew.  And  it  has  changed  you, 
too — perhaps  more  than 
you  now  realize.  And  so, 
whether  you  like  it  or  not, 
the  simple  truth  is  that 
you  are   stepping   out   of 
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regimented  military  service  into  a  new  life. 

I  do  hope  that  you  will  like  it.  I  hope  so 
for  your  own  sake,  because  if  you  can 
throw  off  the  added  burden  of  antagonism 
it  will  greatly  simplify  your  problem  of 
adjustment.  But  it  is  only  fair  to  warn  you 
that  you  will  have  to  make  a  conscious 
effort  to  adapt  yourself  to  this  strange  new 
life.  That  may  not  prove  as  simple  as  you 
think.  For  it  is  human  nature  to  resent 
change,  and  to  fight  against  it — even 
though  it  may  be  change  for   the  better ! 

Think  back  to  the  time  when  you  were 
first  inducted  into  the  service.  How  new 
and  strange  everything  was  in  those  earh' 
days !  But  it  didn't  take  long  to  learn  that 
the  way  to  get  on  was  to  make  yourself  a 
part  of  the  military  machine.  Your  progress 
was  scored  chiefly  by  your  ability  to  make 
that  adjustment.  Now  you  face  somewhat 
the  same  process,  but  this  time  in  reverse. 

In  a  sense,  you  may  find  the  transition 
as  difficult  as  was  your  basic  training  for 
military  service.  A  great  deal  will  depend 
upon  you.  If  you  persist  in  adopting  an 
aloof  Man-from-Mars  attitude  toward  civil- 
ian life  and  problems,  the  way  will  be  long 
and  hard.  If  you  accept  the  logical  fact  that 
5^ou  have  been  merely  a  civilian  on  a  sort 
of  lend-lease  to  the  militarj^  service,  that 
you  are  now  back  in  A^our  natural  environ- 
ment, that  you  are  going  to  be  a  civilian 
for  the  remainder  of  your  life,  and  that  it 
behooves  you  to  lose  no  time  in  your  effort 
to  get  into  the  groove — then  you  have  al- 
ready taken  the  most  important  step.  All 
that  remains  is  the  minor  matter  of  doing 
a  little  double-time  until  j'ou  catch  up  with 
the  procession. 

A  Symbol  of  Finished  Business 

Probably  no  one  thing  will  mark  the 
well  adjusted  serviceman-civilian  so  clear- 
ly as  the  attitude  he  adopts  toward  his  dis- 
charge button.  Naturally,  he  has  an  almost 
reverent  regard  for  that  emblem.  But  he 
will  view  it  as  the  symbol  of  a  duty  done, 


not  as  a  mystic  charm  to  open  doors  that 
are  closed  to  other  men. 

Of  course  that  emblem  is  going  to  gain 
5'ou  special  consideration  at  many  times, 
and  in  many  places.  It  should.  But  let  these 
benefactions  come  as  a  natural  expression 
of  the  gratitude  of  homekeeping  hearts. 
The  moment  they  are  demanded  as  a  right 
of  conquest,  the  charm  is  broken. 

Cherish  the  emblem  of  your  honorable 
discharge.  Take  deep  pride  in  all  that  it 
signifies.  But  do  not  seek  to  live  on  its 
luster.  It  is  just  as  well  to  keep  in  mind 
the  practical  consideration  that  there  will 
presently  be  some  eight  to  ten  million  other 
button-wearers  scattered  throughout  the 
countr}'.  No  nation — and  no  community — 
can  give  pampered  preference  and  protec- 
tion to  an  entire  generation.  And  that  is 
the  very  thing  a  well-adjusted  veteran  will 
not  want.  He  will  ask  and  accept  only  such 
temporar}'  aid  as  may  be  necessary  to  put 
him  on  a  par  with  those  who  remained  at 
home. 

Drawing   Up  a   Blueprint 

The  New  Year  is  traditionally  a  time  to 
bring  out  our  blueprints.  It  is  a  period  in 
which  we  chart  our  course  through  the 
coming  months.  And  never  before  in  your 
whole  life  has  it  been  so  important  for  you 
to  have  a  plan  for  the  future. 

This  time  it  is  not  just  a  New  Year,  but 
a  new  career  that  is  to  be  marked.  The  de- 
cisions that  are  reached  now  may  well 
alter  the  course  of  your  entire  future  life. 
At  a  certain  crossroads  in  Canada,  where 
the  spring  thaw  made  travel  almost  impos- 
sible, a  sign  was  nailed  to  a  tree :  "Take 
care  which  rut  you  choose.  You  will  be  in 
it  for  the  next  20  miles."  There  is  some- 
thing of  the  same  finalit}^  about  the  plans 
that  you  make  now.  This  is  not  a  period 
in  which  the  considerations  of  next  week, 
next  month,  or  even  next  year  should  exert 
undue  influence  in  your  calculations.  It  is 
the  long  future  that  should  receive  the  most 
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careful  thought.  Perhaps  we  can  pretty  well 
sum  up  the  situation  with  a  question: 

Where  do  you  want  to  he  in  1950  ? 

This,  then,  is  a  time  to  get  out  the  road 
maps  and  determine  your  destination.  If 
your  goal  is  one  that  will  determine  dis- 
ciplined self-sacrifice,  make  certain  that 
you  are  willing  to  pay  the  price  of  a  ticket 
that  will  take  you  there.  With  that  assur- 
ance, you  can  safely  be  on  3'our  way. 

In  general,  there  are  three  courses  a 
returning  veteran  can  take.  He  should 
know  now  which  road  he  is  to  travel. 

First,  he  may  continue  his  education. 
In  the  same  cases  this  will  mean  returning 
to  school  and  the  resumption  of  studies  al- 
ready begun.  Again,  it  may  involve  some 
new  specialized  instruction.  In  either  in- 
stance, a  grateful  country  has  made  gen- 
erous provision  for  the  serviceman  who 
wishes  a.  better  educational  background. 
The  veteran  whose  education  has  been  in- 
terrupted or  neglected,  and  who  can  qualify 
under  the  provisions  of  the  GI  Bill  of 
Rights,  should  think  a  long  time  before 
passing  up  what  may  well  be  the  oppor- 
tunity of  a  lifetime. 

Value  in  Continuing  Your  Education 

The  temptation  of  good  jobs  and  high 
wages  for  those  currently  released  from 
military  service  is  understandable.  When 
these  lures  are  set  alongside  the  sometimes 
dull  and  prosaic  offerings  of  the  classroom, 
it  may  take  a  good  deal  of  character  to 
choose  lessons  rather  than  lucre.  Oh,  of 
course  the  veteran  who  elects  to  go  to 
work,  rather  than  finish  school,  tells  him- 
self that  the  decision  is  only  temporary. 
You  may  say,  and  sincerel}'^  believe  that  you 
will  go  back  and  make  up  the  lost  time. 
But  ask  yourself  if  the  decision  will  really 
be  easier  to  make  a  year  hence.  This  is  the 
logical  time ;  the  beginning  of  a  new  chapter 
in  your  life.  For  the  great  majority,  it  is 
literally  now  or  never. 

The  money  you  may  make  now,  even  at 


the  prevailing  high  wages,  may  seem  pretty 
picayune  when  contrasted  with  the  future 
benefits  gained  from  an  adequate  education. 
One  authority  has  determined  from  a  study 
of  statistics  that  every  day  invested  in 
higher  education  will  yield,  on  the  average, 
$125  in  increased  life  earnings.  Can  you 
afford  to  throw  away  that  kind  of  money — 
and  the  opportunities  for  a  more  satisfying 
life  that  go  along  with  it? 

Another  Course  to  Follow 

The  second  course  open  to  a  veteran  is  to 
return  to  his  old  job,  or  to  the  same  trade 
or  profession  he  followed  in  his  previous 
civilian  life.  Whether  this  is  the  course  for 
you  will  depend  largely  upon  how  well  you 
liked  the  work  you  were  doing,  and  the 
opportunities  it  affords  for  an  expanding 
future.  You  already  have  a  time  investment 
in  that  field.  If  j^ou  have  some  aptitude  and 
liking  for  the  work,  if  it  provides  "elbow 
room"  for  the  future,  then  there  is  a  good 
deal  to  be  said  in  favor  of  going  back  to 
the  old  job.  No  competent  counsel  would 
recommend  that  you  change  on  a  sudden 
whim  or  fancy.  The  chances  are  that  if  you 
start  changing  now,  without  excellent  rea- 
son, you  will  develop  into  a  chronic  "job 
sampler"  flitting  from  one  occupation  to 
another. 

Like  the  old  hound  who  started 
out  following  the  trail  of  a  deer,  took  up 
the  scent  of  a  fox,  and  later  jumped  to  a 
rabbit,  you  may  wind  up  thirty  miles  from 
home,  with  dark  coming  on,  and  nothing 
but  a  chipmunk  treed! 

But  if  your  work  was  distasteful  to  you, 
even  before  j-ou  went  into  military  service, 
if  it  does  not  afford  an  opportunity  to  ex- 
ercise all  of  your  abilities  or  talents,  if 
there  is  some  other  field  which  j^ou  have 
long  wanted  to  enter,  and  for  which  3'ou 
have  or  can  secure  the  necessary  training, 
then  the  third  course — that  of  taking  up  a 
new  occupation  or  vocation — may  be  in- 
dicated. 
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Here,   again,   if  you  are   going  to  make  through  to  its  finish.   And  then  go  to  it ! 

the  break  this  is  the  logical  time  to  do  so.  And  now,  in  conclusion,  let  us  emphasize 

Weigh  carefully  the  pros   and  cons.   Con-  again  that   we  approach   not  only  a   New  ^j 

sider  the  sacrifices  that  must  be  made,  not  Year,  but  a  New  Era  as  well.  Do  not  let 

only   in   money,   but   also   the   extra   hours  this  historic  moment  pass  without  making 

that  must  often  be  invested  in   study  and  plans  that  will  help  you  to  journey  more   4 

application.  Make  certain  that  you  have  the  productively  through  all  the  years  that  are 

intestinal  fortitude  to  see  the  new  venture  ahead  of  vou. 


First  Sunday  of  the  Month 

Theme:  Beginning  a  Nciv  Year 

Hymn  :  "All  Hail  the  Power  of  Jesus'  Name"   {Army  &  Navy  Hymnal,  No. 
197) 

Scripture  Reading:  Rev.  21:1-5,  "Behold  I  make  all  things  new." 

Hymn:  "Faith  of  Our  Fathers"  {Hymnal,  No.  429) 

Prayer  :  See  page  47,  prayer  by  G.  A.  Cleveland  Shrigley 

Offering 

Talk  based  on  "A  NEW  YEAR— A  NEW  START"  (page  5) 

Questions  for  Discussion  : 

1.  -//  you  zvere  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Deacons  of  a  local  church,  zvhat 
zvould  you  do  to  prepare  for  the  return 'of  service  men  and  women  f 

2.  If  you  expect  to  remain  in  the  service  many  months,  how  can  you 
"start  the  New  Year  right"  zvhile  still  in  uniform? 

3.  When  you  leave  the  service,  zvhat  are  the  advantages  of  going  hack 
to  school?  of  getting  a  job  immediately? 

4.  Should  a  returned  service  man  join  a  veterans'  organication?  What  are 
the  advantages  and  disadvantages? 

Hymn:  "Lead  On,  O  King  Eternal"  (Hymnal,  No.  445) 

Benediction:  "The  Lord  bless  you  and  keep  you;  the  Lord  make  his  face 
shine  upon  you  and  be  gracious  unto  you :  the  Lord  lift  up  his  countenance 
upon  you  and  give  you  peace.  Amen." 
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Deep    in    the    Jungle    the 
chaplain  and  a  tough  guy  -^«t 
from  Jersey  went  to  work 
on  a  postwar  score  sheet 


JOHN      F.      HAY 


TIGER  SWALES  saw  the  chaplain  com- 
ing back  along  the  trail,  talking  to  the 
men  as"  they  lay  resting.  Tiger  thought  of 
having  a  word  with  him  himself.  But  he 
decided  against  it. 

"Nothin'  in  it,"  he  thought.  He  flexed 
his  arms  and  the  biceps  swelled.  "Muscles. 
Artillery.  That's  where  the  power  is." 

Still,  you  could  run  out  of  ammunition. 
The  chaplain  was  beside  him.  A  big  man, 
brown  despite  the  jungle.  "Busy,  sir?" 

"Oh,"  said  the  chaplain.  "The  ex-boxer. 
How  goes  it?" 

"What  do  you  mean,  ^jr-boxer?" 

"You  do  look  very  fit,"  said  the  chaplain. 
He  hunkered  down  beside  the  soldier.  "Are 
you  going  back  to  the  ring  when  you  get 
home?" 

"Yep.  Say,  Chaplain."  He  shifted  his 
Garrand.  "When  this  is  over,  how  do  you 
think   things   will    stack   up   back   home?" 

"About  the  way  you  make  them.  Tiger." 

"Who,  me?  We  fellows  ain't  got  the  say. 
Brave  new  world?  It'll  be  the  same  old 
world,  where  money  talks  and  the  knockout 
settles  the  argument." 

The  officer  shrugged.  "Why  ask  me,  if 
your  mind's  made  up?" 

"Why,  a  while  ago  you  were  talkin'  to 
some  fellows  about — ah,  prayin'  and—" 

"About  divine  power,"  smiled  the  chap- 
lain. "But  you're  a  muscle  man.  You'd 
expect  God  to  make  you  bet  on  the  right 


horse,  and  knock  your  opponent  out  of  the 
ring  for  you." 

Swales  looked  at  him.  His  lower  lip 
crept  out.  "I  thought  you  was  here  to  help 
people," 

"You  didn't  ask  for  help.  You  told  me 
what  you  thought,  that's  all.  Why  do  you 
need  help?  You're  strong," 

"But— ^gettin'  home — the  future—" 

"Swales,  did  you  ever  work  on  a  farm?" 

"Yes.  One  summer.  How'd  you  know?" 

"I  hoped  you  had.  Maybe  you  put  in  a 
crop,  cultivated  it,  harvested  it  in  the  fall. 
You  helped  something  come  into  being.  It 
made  you  happy,  didn't  it?" 

"It  was  a  good  feeling." 

"Everything  is  planned  or  built  or  grown 
by  somebody,  America  is  the  sum  total  of 
the  men  and  women  who  have  made  good 
things  happen.  Those  are  the  happy  people. 
The  only  happiness  you'll  find,  over  here 
or  over  there,  is  in  looking  out  for  the 
other  fellow." 

"Nuts,"  said  the  sergeant,  "On  the  street 
where  I  grew  up  the  gang  would  have  your 
eyeballs  if  you  didn't  fight  for  your  rights." 

The  chaplain  slapped  a  green  bug  off  his 
left  shoe.  "Let  me  tell  you  something.  Paste 
it  in  your  hat.  Are  you  listening?" 

"Yep," 

"You  are  the  light  of  the  world." 

Swales  jumped,  "I'm  just  a  tough  from 
Jersey,"" 
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"Sometime  when  you're  in  a  corner, 
Swales,  and  need  guidance,  remember 
Jesus  came  to  show  us  the  way.  In  His 
sermon  on  the  mount  He  said — to  us  right 
here  as  well  as  to  His  disciples — *Ye  are 
the  light  of  the  world.'  There's  my  answer 
to  you.  There's  guidance,  counsel.  There's 
the  answer  to  humanity's  continual  ques- 
tion, what  am  I  here  for.  What  will  you 
do  about  that,  Swales,  when  you  get  back 
to  Jersey?" 

Swales  mumbled  unintelligibly  to  him- 
self. The  chaplain  said,  "Jesus  showed  us 
the  way.  He  was  kind.  He  healed  people. 
He  took  care  of  the  young  and  the  weak. 
There's  an  idea ;  when  you  get  home  you 
might  fix  up  a  neighborhood  playground. 
Doesn't  take  much,  you  know — anything 
kids  can  climb  around  on,  that's  nailed 
down.  He  fed  the  multitude.  You  might 
find  some  poor  people  back  home  and  give 
them  a  hand  with  the  groceries.  Swales.  He 
cited  the  Good  Samaritan  who  helped  the 
wounded  man.  You'll  find  lots  of  chances, 
when  you  get  home,  to  use  kindness  and 
compassion  to  good  advantage.  Does  this 
make  sense  to  you,  soldier?" 

"Oh,  it's  noble  stuff,  sir,  but  I'm  no 
uplifter." 

The  chaplain  smiled.  "Let's  get  down  to 
cases.  Here's  paper  and  pencil.  I  have  a 
red  pencil,  too,  somewhere."  He  dug  one 
out  of  his  pocket  case.  "I'll  rule  this  page 
down  the  middle.  Now,  whatever's  going  to 
be  bad  when  we  get  home,  we'll  put  that 
down  in  red.  The  good  we'll  put  down  in 
black." 

Swales  leaned  forward  with  new  in- 
terest. This  was  getting  somewhere.  He 
took  the  paper  and  spread  it  on  his  knee. 

"Well,"  he  said,  "it's  a  cinch,  when  we 
get  back  the  war  plants  will  be  closed  and 
we  won't  get  any  big  money." 

"Put  it  down  in  red,"  said  the  chaplain. 
"And  another  cinch^-the  war  will  be  over." 

"Why,  so  it  will,"  said  Swales.  "I'll  put 
that  down  in  black," 


"I  suppose,"  said  the  chaplain,  "it'll  take 
you  a  while  to  get  back  into  the  good  fight 
purses." 

"Yes,"  nodded  Swales,  and  wrote  with 
the  red  pencil.  "But  with  all  the  boys  back 
in  civil  life,  the  gates  should  be  good.  So 
that's  in  black." 

"And  you'll  have  mustering-out  pay,  and 
your  savings.  That's  in  black." 

Swales  wrote,  leaned  back.  "I  reckon 
there'll  be  hard  times  for  a  lot  of  us, 
though.  Plants  idle.  Men  laid  off." 

"Perhaps.  Put  it  down,  anyway.  It  often 
helps.  But  don't  forget,  there'll  be  a  rush 
of  buying.  Automobiles,  typewriters — things 
civilians  haven't  been  able  to  get.  That  will 
mean  jobs.  And  technical  advances  grow- 
ing out  of  the  war  will  mean  huge,  new 
demands  you  and  I  can't  imagine.  Swales. 
Put  that  down  in  black." 

An  orderly  came  panting  to  them.  "Par- 
don, sir.  The  captain  wants  Sergeant 
Swales.  Report  forward,  .sergeant." 

"Wouldn't  you  know  it,"  growled  Swales, 
and  got  up  stiffly.  "See  you  later,  sir."  He 
glared  at  the  orderly.   "Where  to,  fella?" 

Captain  McCulloch  was  squatted 

on  his  heels  with  a  map  spread  on  the 
ground.  "We're  here,"  he  said  to  Swales, 
pointing  with  his  pencil.  "The  British  are 
on  our  left.  This  is  the  river  a  thousand  1 
yards  ahead.  We  know  the  Japs  are  in  'I 
force,  with  artillery,  beyond  it.  Our  patrols 
encountered  no  one  on  this  side.  It's  pretty 
evident  they've  withdrawn.  But  this  bridge, 
sergeant — "  he  indicated  a  point — "is  intact. 
They  didn't  blow  it  up." 

He  looked  up  at  Swales.  His  face  was 
thin  and  sweaty.  "They  didn't  blow  up  the 
bridge,  understand?  Maybe  they  didn't 
have  time.  Maybe  they  didn't  want  to. 
Very  likel}'  it's  mined,  so  they  can  wait 
until  we're  on  it.  Or  half  of  us  across,  a 
small  force  they  can  handle." 

The  sergeant  wiped  his  forehead ^ with  the 
back  of  his  hand.   "I  get  it,  captain.  You 
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want   to   know    if   the   bridge    is    mined.'* 

The  officer  nodded.  "You're  trained  in 
mine  detection.  One  man  is  less  conspicuous 
than  a  party.  There  may  be  snipers.  This  is 
not  an  order,  Swales.  It's  voluntary." 

"Sure,  I'll  go."  He  put  down  his  rifle. 
*Tf  I  might  take  your  carbine,  captain?  It's 
handier." 

They  traded  weapons  and  ammunition. 
"And  sergeant,"  said  the  captain.  "We're 
in  a  hurry." 

War  was  aKvays  in  a  hurry.  Swales 
plunged  ahead  on  the  trail,  twelve  feet 
wide  but  grown  high  with  vegetation.  The 
semi-submarine  dusk  of  the  jungle  en- 
veloped him. 

He  camouflaged  his  helmet  with  ferns. 
He  walked  in  a  crouch,  feeling  ahead  be- 
fore setting  his  feet  down.  Muck  cushioned 
his  steps. 

Aiany  men  had  been  ovej"  this  road  not 
long  before.  Japanese  forces,  retreating. 
American  patrols,  out  and  back.  Perhaps 
the  Australians,  who  were  near.  It  was 
impossible  to  pay  much  attention  to  broken 
fern,  torn  spider  webs,  displaced  moss. 
They  might  mean  nothing  or  they  might 
mean  ambush;  but  if  he  treated  every  sign 
with  maximum  caution  the  captain  would 
never  find  out  about  his  bridge.  It  was  a 
chance  Swales  had  to  take. 

Once  he  stopped,  dropped  flat.  In  the  fork 
of  a  twisted  tree  he  had  seen  the  glint  of  a 
gun  barrel.  Creeping  around  it,  he  ap- 
proached from  the  rear ;  it  was  an  ambush, 
but  deserted.  Jap  gear,  abandoned.  He  went 
on. 

The  jungle  was  full  of  life  and  silence. 
Suspended  life,  while  men  on  the  ground 
fought  and  crept  forward  and  fought  again. 
A  jagged  leaf,  ahead  of  him,  moved;  he  lay 
quiet  for  minutes,  watching,  carbine  ready. 
Nothing  else  happened.  Someone  not  long 
before  had  pressed  the  leaf  down,  and  it 
chose  that  moment  to  rise  again.  Swales 
went  on. 

The  trail  was  climbing.   He  mounted  a 


ridge,  breathing  hard.  He  knew  that,  on 
the  descending  side,  he  was  getting  into  the 
river  valley  and  his  bridge  would  be  just 
ahead. 

"I  say,  Yank,"  said  a  voice  off  to  one 
side.  "Water." 

Swales  dropped.  A  vine  with  huge,  plate- 
like leaves  sprawled  before  his  eyes ;  he 
could  see  nothing.  The  hair  on  the  back  of 
his  hands  bristled. 

"I'm  hurt,  Yank.  Over  this  way.  Help 
me." 

Swales  inched  forward,  propelling  him- 
self with  toes  and  elbows.  He  heard  the 
voice  again,  a  little  behind  him.  He  got 
into  a  crouch  again,  and  a  half  trot,  and 
pretty  soon  he  couldn't  hear  the  voice  any 
more. 

1  HE  TRAIL  was  dropping  sharply. 
Through  a  break  in  the  jungle  growth  he 
saw  the  river  and  the  bridge.  He  paused  to 
think.  Forty  yards  from  the  bridge  the  cover 
petered  out;  he  would  be  exposed  if  he 
approached  straight  on.  He  worked  farther 
down  the  slope  until  the  cover  thinned  out, 
squirmed  off  into  the  greenness  until  he 
reached  the  river  fifty  yards  downstream. 

So  the  Japs  were  on  the  opposite  side. 
It  was  hilly  over  there;  worse  than  here. 
Artillery  in  those  hills  would  make  it 
awfully  tough.  Swales  watched  the  other 
side  for  five  minutes  and  saw  nothing; 
nevertheless,  he  kept  bushes  between  him 
and  the  water  as  he  worked  back  up  to  the 
bridge. 

He  looked  up  underneath  it.  Certainly  it 
was  mined.  A  crude  job,  perfectly  obvious; 
he  was  really  surprised.  He  studied  the 
structure  from  both  sides;  two  charges 
were  all  he  could  detect.  He  walked  out 
onto  the  bridge,  swung  down  into  the 
timbers  beneath  and  disconnected  the  wires. 

He  saw  nothing  else.  The  bridge  was 
quite  usable.  He  debated  dropping  into  the 
water  from  there  and  swimming  back  to 
land,  for  he  felt  that,  soon  as  he  rose  into 
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sight  again,  he  would  be  shot  at.  But  he 
never  had  Hked  tropical  rivers.  He  climbed 
back  on  top  the  bridge  and  walked  quickly 
back  into  the  jungle. 

He  hurried  faster  now  on  the  return 
journey,  scrambling  up  the  ridge  with  a 
growing  feeling  of  escape.  No  snipers  on 
the  way  out,  none  on  the  way  in — he 
hoped.  Fronds  slashed  him  across  the  face. 
He  wiped  the  sweat  out  of  his  eyes. 

"Over  here,  Yank,"  said  the  British 
voice  again,  "Help  me." 

The  sergeant  pulled  over  to  the  opposite 
side  of  the  trail  and  crept  along.  Never 
mind  the  Aussie.  Tiger  Swales  was  no 
Samaritan.  Captain  McCulloch  was  wait- 
ing, half  a  mile  ahead,  and  the  sun  was 
going  down. 

And  it  might  be  a  trap.  Flat  on  the  earth, 
he  pushed  tortuously  ahead.  Greenery 
smash  him  in  the  face.  He  was  no  Samari- 
tan. He  passed  by  on  the  other  side. 

Pretty  soon  he  got  into  a  crouch.  He 
lengthened  his  steps.  The  only  happiness 
you'll  find  is  in  looking  out  for  the  other 
fellozv.  Who  said  that?  The  voice  was  in 
his  ears.  Help  me,  Yank.  Water.  The 
captain  was  in  a  hurry.  Seven  hundred 
yards  ahead.  When  they  came  back  again, 
in  a  little  while,  the  sound  of  feet  would 
cover  up  that  voice.  Green,  green.  The 
leaves  of  nameless  trees  cascaded  to  earth 
like  a  waterfall,  a  hanging,  hateful  water- 
fall. Jesus  took  care  of  the  young  and  the 
zvcak.  Help  me,  Yank.  The  sergeant's 
knees  were  shaking.  To  hell  with  that 
fellow. 

Sergeant  Swales  stepped  off  the  trail 
into  a  bunch  of  wild  bamboos.  He  examined 
his  carbine.  Slowly  he  went  back. 

"Where  are  you?"  he  said. 

"Here." 

Pushing  the  carbine  ahead  of  him  he 
worked  through  the  foliage.  Sinewy  roots 
cut  his  knees.   "Again,"  he  demanded. 

"Here,"  said  the  voice,  by  his  left  hand. 

Swales  looked  down  into  the  face  of  a 


Jap  soldier.  He  pointed  his  carbine  at  him 

and  nudged  the  man's  rifle  away  with  his 

foot.  He  took  the  grenades  from  his  belt. 

"Where'd    you    get    the    English    accent?" 

"English  school,"  said  the  Jap.  "Water!" 

Swales  tipped  up  his  canteen  so  the  man 

could  drink.  "Can  you  walk?"  he  asked. 

"No." 

"Well,  I  can't  carry  you  in,"  said  Swales. 
"But  I  can  get  you  to  a  better  place  than 
this."  He  stood  him  up,  got  under  him, 
carried  him  out  into  the  trail.  There  he 
laid  him  down,  and  tied  his  handkerchief  to 
a  bush. 

"There'll  be  men  along  soon,"  he  said. 
"They'll  have  stretchers  and  doctors." 

"Yank,"   said   the  Jap.   "Did  you  go  to 
check  on  the  bridge?" 
"Shut  up,"  said  Swales. 
"No   doubt   you   found   the   mines.    You 
were  supposed  to." 
"Huh?" 

The  Jap  rolled  from  side  to  side.  "They 
were  put  where  you'd  be  sure  to  see  them 
and  remove  them.  And  when  you  cross  the 
bridge,  artillery  in  the  hills  will  pulverize 
yoii." 

Swales  gave  the  man  his  canteen.  "You 
stay  right  here,"  he  said,  and  set  off  for 
Captain  McCulloch  double  time. 

IT    was    the    following   day   when    Tiger   ' 
Swales    encountered    the    chaplain    again. 
"Swales,"  said  the  officer,  "I  hear  you  won 
a  battle." 

"How  so?" 

"Why,  advising  our  men  to  cross  some- 
where else  and  tackle  the  artillery  from  the 
rear." 

"Oh."  He  had  thought  of  another  battle, 
within  himself,  as  he  stood  in  the  jungle. 

"By  the  way,  sergeant.  You  and  I  were 
working  up  our  postwar  score  sheet  and 
never  finished  it.  Meanwhile,  in  the  shuffle, 
I'v^e  lost  my  red  pencil." 

"That's  all  right,"  said  Swales.  "We 
can  get  along  with  the  black  one." 


II 


THE  ACTS  OF  THE  APOSTLES 

THE  ACTS  OF  THE  APOSTLES 
might  more  properly  be  named  "The 
Acts  of  the  Ascended  Christ,"  or  "The 
Acts  of  the  Holy  Spirit  Through  the 
Church."  Its  seventy-one  references  to  the 
Holy  Spirit  almost  entitle  it  to  be  named 
"The  Gospel  of  the  Holy  Spirit." 

It  records  the  history  of  the  early  Chris- 
tian Church  from  the  Ascension  of  Christ 
to  the  imprisonment  of  Paul  in  Rome,  about 
thirty  years  later. 

St.  Luke,  in  his  gospel,  had  recounted 
"what  Jesus  began  both  to  do  and  teach 
until  the  day  in  which  He  was  taken  up." 
In  the  Acts  he  recounts  what  Jesus  con- 
tinued both  to  do  and  teach  ajter  His  ascen- 
sion. 

Chapter  1,  verse  8,  gives  us  not  only  the 
keynote  of  the  entire  book,  but  indicates 
its  plan  and  outline  as  well:  "Ye  shall 
receive  power,  after  that  the  Holy  Ghost 
is  come  upon  you ;  and  ye  shall  be  witnesses 
to  ]Me  both  in  Jerusalem,  and  in  all  Judea, 
and  in  Samaria,  and  unto  the  uttermost 
part  of  the  earth." 

Chapters  1  and  2  tell  of  the  reception  of 
the  promised  power  on  the  Day  of  Pente- 
cost; the  witness  in  Jerusalem  is  recorded 


in  3:1  to  6:7',  the  witness  In  Judea  in  6:^ 
to  8 :3 ;  the  witness  in  Samaria  in  8 :4  to 
8:40;  and  the  witness  "to  the  uttermost 
part   of   the   earth"    in   chapters   9   to    28. 

The  two  chief  witnesses  for  Christ  in 
this  book  are  Peter  and  Paul,  the  first 
twelve  chapters  being  given  chiefly  to  the 
w^itness  of  Peter  in  and  about  Jerusalem, 
the  last  sixteen  chapters  dealing  with-  the 
witness  of  Paul  "unto  the  uttermost  part 
of  the  earth." 

In  the  Petrine  section  the  church  is  seen 
developing  under  the  guidance  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  from  a  pronouncedly  Jewish  sect 
into  a  broad  cosmopolitan  body  where  all 
racial  distinctions  between  Jew  and  gentile 
are  obliterated. 

In  the  Pauline  section  the  church  be- 
comes predominantly  Gentile  In  its  spirit 
and  membership  through  the  fiery  zeal  and 
ceaseless  activity  of  Paul,  the  great  mis- 
sionary and  apostle  to  the  gentiles,  whose 
three    missionary    journeys    are    recorded. 

The  Acts  record  how  the  conviction  of 
the  Resurrection  of  Christ  and  the  coming 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  transformed  Peter  the 
cowardly  denier  into  the  courageous  Pente- 
costal preacher,  and  Saul  the  church's 
chief  persecutor  into  Paul  its  chief  apostle 
and  missionary. 

By  such  Spirit-filled  witnesses  the  church 
spread  out,  as  Christ  commanded  that  it 
should,  from  Jerusalem,  its  birthplace,  to 
Samaria  to  break  down  an  ancient  prejudice, 
and  on  to  Ephesus  to  purify  it  of  the  vul- 
garities of  Diana,  thence  over  into  Europe 
to  Athens  and  Corinth  to  supplant  Greek 
culture  with  the  nobler  culture  of  the  Chris- 
tian ethic,  and  finally  even  to  Rome,  the 
center  of  world  power. 

Thus    "the    Lord   added   to    the    church 

daily   such  as   should  be  saved,"   not  only 

individuals     but     nations,     until,     as     His 

enemies  charged.  His  disciples  had  "turned 

the  world  upside  down." 

(Published  with  permissimi  of  the  author.  Dr. 
Alvin  E.  Bell,  Toledo  6,  Ohio,  and  the  Zondervan 
Publishing  House,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.) 
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Sltould  the  formula  he  deHroy^ed? 


By    CHAPLAIN    PAUL    C.    ALLEN 


"If 


ES,"  say  many  of  our  idealists  and 
humanitarians.  "No,"  says  Winston 
Churcliill  in  his  first  speech  in  the  House 
of  Commons  as  leader  of  His  Majesty's 
loyal  opposition.  The  wartime  Prime  Min- 
ister credits  the  atomic  bomb  with  saving 
one  million  American  and  a  quarter  million 
British  lives  which  might  have  been  lost 
in  an  invasion. 

I  am  not  interested  in  the  niceties  of 
philosophic  speculation  which  would  balance 
the  worth  of  Japanese  lives  against  Ameri- 
can. But  I  maintain  that  the  atomic  bomb 
formula  should  not  be  destroyed. 

We  cannot  build  walls  against  ideas. 
Thought  cannot  be  confined  within  bound- 
aries. Once  the  atomic  idea  comes  within 
the  realm  of  human  possibility,  it  cannot 
be  snuffed  out,  though  the  formula  be 
hidden  in  the  bowels  of  the  Sphinx  during 
a  blackout !  Before  we  are  back  from  our 
clandestine  mission  it  will  break  out  again — 
next  time,  perhaps,  in  the  hands  of  a  devil. 

In  1633,  in  Rome,  a  member  of  the  tri- 
bunal heard  the  greatest  scientist  of  the  day 
deny  the  truths  which  he  had  given  his 
life  to  develop.  But  the  Copernican  system 


could  not  be  banished  with  Galileo  to  the 
villa  of  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany.  In  the 
early  days  of  the  colonies  men  were  placed 
in  the  stocks  and  beaten  for  advocating 
freedom  of  conscience  and  the  separation 
of  Church  and  State.  Yet  these  things  could 
not  be  kept  out  of  the  Constitution  when 
it  was  written  a  few  short  years  later. 

If  there  are  atomic  potentialities,  men 
may  reckon  with  them,  but  never  hide  them 
or  destroy  them.  We  shudder  at  the  thought 
of  what  might  have  happened  had  the 
Germans  or  the  Japs  achieved  this  thing 
first.  We  wonder  if  this  instrumentality 
might  not  serve  the  United  Nations  for  a 
time  as  an  effective  persuader  against  fur- 
ther aggression. 

"Cod  in  the  Hands  of  Man" 

We  marvel  at  the  potentialities  of  this 
idea  for  peacetime  pursuits.  A  teaspoonful 
of  atomic  material  might  power  a  trans- 
continental limited.  The  chief  engineer  of 
a  great  ship  might  carry  aboard  his  fuel 
for  the  next  round-the-world  cruise  in  his 
pocket — ^a  piece  of  stuff  no  larger  than  a 
lump    of    sugar !    But,    primarily,    we    are 
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Stunned  by  the  thought  of  the  added  respon- 
sibility suddenly  thrust  upon  the  human 
race. 

Several  years  ago  I  attended  church  in 
a  little  building  on  Michigan's  northern 
peninsula.  As  I  entered,  I  had  noted  high 
tension  electric  lines  passing  overhead.  They 
were  carrying  power  to  a  nearby  paper 
mill.  Yet  with  electricity  so  close  at  hand, 
I  discovered  that  the  church  was  lighted 
with  oil  lamps.  I  was  in  the  process  of 
mentally  condemning  the  backwardness  of 
country  deacons,  when  the  thought  struck 
me — what  would  these  people  do  with  100,- 
000  volts  if  it  were  suddenly  piped  into  their 
vestry  ? 

Christian  Character  Only  Hope 

Whether  we  like  it  or  not,  such  power 
has  suddenly  been  thrust  into  our  hands. 
It  brought  such  an  end  to  the  war  as  would 
do  Buck  Rogers  credit.  But  if  it  was  im- 
portant in  the  past  to  discourage  wars,  to 
learn  brotherhood,  to  curb  world-wide 
juvenile  delinquency,  how  much  more  nec- 
essary is  it  now? 

■  World  War  I  witnessed  the  introduction 
of  the  airplane  in  combat.  World  War  II 
saw  this  full-fledged  weapon  come  into  its 
own.  World  War  II  closed  with  the  in- 
troduction of  rockets  and  atomic  explosives. 
If  wars  cast  their  shadows  before  them, 
what  fearful  thing  does  the  future  hold? 

The  only  hope  for  the  world  is  Christian 
character.  Someone  has  rightly  said:  "We 
have  learned  to  fly  through  the  air  like 
birds.  We  have  learned  to  swim  under  the 
sea  like  fish.  Now  all  that  remains  is  for 
us  to  learn  to  walk  on  the  earth  like  men." 

Science  has  tried  to  give  us  life,  but  has 
produced  only  its  physical  requirements. 
Abundant  life  is  still  a  matter  of  the  spirit, 
and  there  Jesus  Christ  is 
supreme.  Of  course, 
Christianity  did  not  pre- 
vent this  last  conflict.  The 
world's     most     Christian 
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nations  were  at  each  other's  throats.  But  a 
runner  who  has  lost  a  race  will  not  cut  off 
his  legs  if  he  ever  hopes  to  run  again.  In 
them  lies  his  only  chance  of  victory.  The 
physician  may  not  always  prevent  illness, 
but  because  of  occasional  failure  we  do  not 
forswear  medicine.  Our  •  hope  lies  in  this 
direction. 

A  soap  manufacturer,  walking  with  his 
pastor,  observed:  "The  gospel  you  preach 
has  not  done  much  good.  There  is  still 
plenty  of  wickedness  in  the  world."  The 
minister  made  no  reply  until  they  passed  a 
child  making  mud  pies.  Then  he  said :  "The 
soap  you  manufacture  hasn't  done  much 
good  either.  There  is  still  lots  of  dirt  in 
the  world."  "Ah,"  said  the  manufacturer, 
"but  soap  is  not  good  until  it  is  applied." 
"That,"  said  the  pastor,  "is  exactly  the 
way  it  is  with  Christianity.  It,  too,  has  to 
be  applied." 

Jesus  Christ  is  the  world's  only  truly 
redemptive  source.  It  matters  not  how 
the  experience  is  expressed — one  may  be 
"saved,"  "born  again,"  "make  Jesus  the 
skipper  on  the  bridge  of  his  life" — but 
the  personal,  vital,  life-changing  contact 
must  be  there.  If  the  world  is  to  survive 
the  rough  days  of  the  future,  only  Christian 
character  has  the  necessary  give-and-take 
benevolence.  A  redeemed  and  transformed 
life  is  the  only  one  that  can  be  trusted  with 
what  science  has  thrust  upon  us. 

Militant  Stewardship   Needed 

Unfortunately  in  times  like  these  it  is 
possible  to  be  a  good  man  and  a  Christian, 
and  still  not  be  a  good  Christian.  Neither 
routine  assent  to  standardized  doctrines  nor 
impeccable  personal  morality  will  light 
lamps  in  China,  or  corral  would-be  world 
conquerors  for  the  gospel  of  goodwill. 
Only  a  militant  steward- 
ship of  time,  talent,  per- 
sonality and  money  by  the 
whole  church  for  the 
whole  world  will  save  us. 
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It  may  be  trite,  but  it  was  never  more  cer-  laid  the  foundations.   They  dreamed  about 

tain :  with  atomic  power  at  hand  it  is  Christ  the  spires,  but  they  worked  on  the  founda- 

or  chaos !  tions  until  they  were  strong^  They  did  not 

In     the     Riverside     Church     "Calendar"  wait   for   the   completion  of   the   cathedral 

Dorothy    Fosdick    tells    of    the    medieval  before  they  began  to  use  it.  They  knelt  at 

townsfolk    who    would    build    a    great    ca-  unfinished  altars,  and  worshipped  in  chapels 

thedral.    It   was    "a   community   enterprise.  without  roofs." 

They  did  not  leave  the  work  to  the  town  The  accomplishments  of  the  Christian 
council.  .  .  .  They  recognized  that  the  message,  the  winning  of  the  war  against 
cathedral  would  rise  only  as  high  as  they  aggression,  the  establishment  of  a  United 
would  build  together.  They  did  not  expect  Nations  organization  represents  but  a  be- 
to  see  the  cathedral  completed  in  their  ginning  in  this  matter  of  building.  Now 
lifetime.  .  .  .  They  kept  patiently  and  stead-  we  must  hasten.  We  must  erect  the  walls 
fastly  on,  knowing  that  for  the  sake  of  and  finish  the  altars.  There  is  an  atomic 
generations  to  come  they  could  not  afford  urgency  to  our  mission.  The  world  needs 
to  be  discouraged.  The  townsfolk  .  .  .  did  sanctuary  from  itself.  It  is  the  way  of 
not  try  to  build  the  spires  before  they  had  Christianity,  or  chaos. 

— Su^fedtcM^  ^  S7^&^  'THeetcPU^ 

Second  Sunday  of  the  Month 

Theme:  Christians  and  the  Atomic  Bomb 

Hymn:  "Rejoice  Ye  Pure  in  Heart"   (Hymnal,  No.  183) 
■Prayer:  Led  by  the  Chaplain 

Hymn:  "A  Charge  to  Keep  I  Have"  {Hymnal,  No.  419) 

Scripture  Reading:  Deuteronomy  30:15-19 

Hymn  :  "Once  to  Every  Man  and  Nation"  {Hymnal,  No.  410) 

Offering 

Talk  based  on  "SHOULD  THE  ATOMIC  BOMB  FORMULA  BE  DE- 
STROYED?" (page  14)  , 

Questions  for  Disgussion: 

L  It  is  likely  that  the  atomic  joi'mida  zmll  he  discovered  in  a  jeiv  years 
by  other  nations.  Should  America  keep  it  or  place  it  imder  international 
control? 

2.  What  proposals  are  there  for  controlling  the  use  of  the  atomic  bomb? 

3.  Should  the  atomic  bomb  be  oiitlazi'ed  like  poison  gas? 

4.  Shovdd  the  first  atomic  bomb  have  been  used  as  a  threat  against  Japan 
instead  of  imping  out  civilians  as  zvell  as  zvar  plants  at  Hiroshima? 

5.  What  responsibility  does  America  have  for  zvorld  peace  while  it  alone 
has  the  formtda^  for  the  atomic  bomb? 

Hymn:  "God  of  Our  Fathers"  {Hymnal,  No.  480) 

Benediction:  "Now  may  the  peace  of  God  which  passeth  all  understanding 
keep  our  hearts  and  minds  in  the  knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  His  Son 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen." 


America  and  all  she  stands  for  looms 
"mighty  purty"  before  all  you  fellows 
heading  homeward  after  long  months  and 
years  away.  And  maybe  your  enthusiasm 
will    be    caught    by    the    home    folks,    too! 


Wl  LLIAM     L.    STIDCER 


I  WAS  crossing  the  Mississippi  River  on 
a  train  headed  west  from  New  Orleans. 
An  American  soldier  sat  beside  me  wearing 
the  insignia  of  the  Air  Corps.  He  also 
wore  overseas  stars  indicating  his  par- 
ticipation in  two  major  battles  on  two 
fronts,  Pacific  and  Atlantic.  I  looked  at 
him,  and,  more  to  make  conversation  than 
anything  else,  I  commented:  "Pretty  big 
river  we're  crossing,  isn't  it?" 

He  looked  back  with  a  tolerant  smile: 
"Not  as  big  as  a  river  I  flew  over  yester- 
day morning  about  this  time." 

"How  big  was  it?"  I  asked  him. 

"It  was  the  Amazon,  and  it  was  thirty- 
five  miles  wide  where  we  flew  our  plane 
across  it." 

"Been  away  long?"  I  asked  him. 

"Almost  three  years — two  in  the  Pacific 
and  last  year  on  Ascension  Island,  the  most 
God-forsaken  island  in  the  seas,  where  our 
planes  land  on  the  Atlantic  hop.  It's  a 
lonesome  place !" 

"I  suppose  you  are  pretty  glad  to  get 
home?" 

"Say,  mister,  I'm  headed  for  Texas. 
That's  my  home.  I  ain't  been  there  in  three 


years.  I  ain't  never  goin'  to  be  able  to  tell 
nobody  how  glad  I  am  to  get  home.  Man, 
that  Texas  is  goin'  to  look  beautiful  to 
me !  Some  guys  kid  about  Texas  and  think 
it's  a  rotten  place  to  live,  but  it's  the  most 
beautiful  spot  on  earth  to  me.  It's  God's 
country!"  And  that  boy  used  that  phrase 
with  a  reverence  that  made  it  sound  almost 
like  a  prayer. 

"That's  My  Girl!" 

I  happened  to  be  in  an  Eastern  rehabili- 
tation camp  near  Boston  when  they  brought 
in  several  cars  of  wounded  soldiers  from 
the  European  front.  I  spent  two  days  with 
them,  just  drifting  from  room  to  room  in 
the  hospital,  talking  with  them.  One  boy 
who  had  lost  a  leg  said  to  me :  "When  I 
saw  that  Statue  of  Liberty  last  week  I 
began  to  cry  a  little.  I  guess  it  was  because 
I  had  been  sick  so  long  I  just  couldn't  take 
it.  I  said  to  my  pal :  'That's  my  girl ;  ain't 
she  beautiful?'  Then  we  both  had  a  good 
laugh — but  it  was  hard  to  say  whether  we 
were  laughing  or  crying." 

"I  wouldn't  blame  you  if  you  did  cry,"  I 
said  to  that  boy,  "for  I  well  remember  in 
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the  last  war  when  I  saw  that  old  girl  for 
the  first  time  after  my  overseas  duty.  She 
certainly  looked  to  me  to  be  the  most  beau- 
tiful gal  I'd  seen  in  a  long  time,  that 
Statue  of  Liberty." 

"Fact  of  the  matter  is,"  continued  that 
wounded  boy,  "everj^thing  in  God's  country 
seems  to  me  to  be  the  most  beautiful  thing 
in  the  world.  When  I  was  over  there  in 
France  and  Italy  and  compared  the  way 
they  live,  their  houses,  the  dirt  and  pigs 
and  children  and  women,  I'll  say  we  have 
the  most  beautiful  land  on  earth.  I  guess  I 
just  never  did  appreciate  this  land  until  I 
had  to  live  abroad,  in  the  Pacific  and 
European  Theaters.  It's  only  when  you 
get  away  and  have  a  chance  to  compare 
your  own  country  with  others  that  you 
come  to  have  a  real  appreciation  for  it  and 
its  ways  of  living. 

The  Heart  Crew  Fonder 

"While  I  was  over  there  I  just  couldn't 
think  of  a  single  thing  wrong  with  my  wife, 
my  parents — even  the  cops,  and  my  school 
teachers.  My  hometown,  my  nation,  were 
the  finest  on  earth.  I  used  to  lie  in  a  fox- 
hole in  Italy  and  try  to  think  of  a  single, 
darned  thing  that  v/as  w^rong  with  America, 
and  I  couldn't  think  of  anything. 

"I  wrote  a  letter  home  to  my  wife  and 
I  said  to  her  that  it  had  taken  about  nine 
hundred  hours  on  K.P.,  washing  dishes, 
scrubbing  floors,  cooking,  and  what  have 
j^ou,  to  make  me  begin  to  appreciate  what 
a  woman  has  to  do  in  a  home — washing 
dishes  three  times  a  day,  cooking  three 
meals  a  day,  sweeping  floors  every  morn- 
ing, making  beds,  five  of  'em  every 
morning !  And  I  says :  'Sweetheart,  when 
I  get  home  again  I'm  goin'  to  help  you 
wash  dishes  every  darned  meal  if  I'm  at 
home.  I  know  what  a  chore  it  is.  And  no 
wife  of  mine  is  going  to  do  that  without 
my  help  from  now  on.'  That's  the  way  I 
felt  and  that's  the  way  I  feel.  I  ma}^  not 
live   up   to  all   of   these   good   resolutions, 


but,  believe  me,  I'll  never  forget  that  this  is 
God's  country — so  help  me,  I  won't !" 

Shortly  after  this  experience  I  went 
down  to  the  docks  in  Boston  to  welcome 
a  boatload  of  European  soldiers  back  to 
this  nation.  It  was  about  dawn  and  the 
big  ship  was  being  brought  to  the  docks 
by  tugs.  The  rails  were  lined  with  soldiers, 
som.e  of  them  on  crutches,  some  of  them 
even  waving  their  crutches  as  they  hopped 
around  on  one  leg.  I  never  heard  such  a 
bedlam  of  noise.  But  above  all  of  the 
racket  I  could  hear  one  popular  song  ring- 
ing down  from  those  decks.  That  song  was : 

"O  what  a  beaufifjtl  morning, 
O  zv'hat  a  beanftful  day; 
O  what  a  beautiful  morning — 
Everything's  going  my  zi^ay!" 

That  seemed  to  be  all  that  theA'  knew 
of  that  "Oklahoma"  song,  but  they  cer- 
tainly did  batter  those  four  lines  to  shreds. 
It  would  stop  for  a  few  seconds  on  one 
deck'  and  then  it  would  start  again  on  an- 
other deck  until  the  whole  ship  would  be 
singing  and  it  swelled  to  high  heaven  like 
a  chorus  of  angels  singing  their  hearts 
out. 

Home  with  Happy  Hearts 

That  is  quite  a  ways  from  being  a  sacred 
hymn,  but  those  of  us  who  stood  on  the 
docks  waiting  for  that  ship  to  be  warped 
into  the  landing  had  tears  in  our  eyes  over 
the  way  those  chaps  sang  it.  They  made  it 
sound  like  a  great  heavenly,  sacred  anthem. 
And,  indeed,  it  did  express  something  so 
perfectly  for  those  boys  that  it  had  actually 
become  an  anthem  on  their  lips  and  in  their 
throats  and  coming  from  their  happy  hearts. 

A\"hen  that  ship  was  docked  at  last,  a 
few  of  us  were  permitted  to  go  aboard  be- 
cause we  were  clergy^men  and  chaplains. 
We  went  from  deck  to  deck  and  room  to 
room  with  messages  to  be  delivered  to  cer- 
tain individuals.  It  was  a  hilarious  experi- 


Number  1                 ^'man^  don't  she  look  beautiful  Y'                               19 

ence.  Most  of  the  boys  were  ill  or  wounded,  giving  her  what  they  themselves  call  "The 

but  those  who  were  able  were  on  the  decks  Bird."    She   tried  to  act  nonchalant   about 

and  at  the  rails.  They  were  not  permitted  it  all.  She  was  evidently  there  on  duty  or 

to    disembark    for    several    hours.    Shortly  to  see  a  particular  friend,  but  every  man 

after   the   ship   came   to   her   dock  an   un-  on  that  ship  seemed  to  feel  that  he  owned 

usual    silence    fell    over    everything.    The  her. 

boys  seemed  to  have  been  struck  dumb  Suddenly  a  tall,  lanky,  sun-tanned  boy  on 
after  all  their  hilarity  coming  into  the  a  crutch  yelled,  "Man,  don't  she  look  beau- 
harbor.   A   flock  of   seagulls   kept  chatter-  tiful?" 

ing  away,  flying  'round  and  'round  the  His  buddies  wise-cracked  about  his  re- 
transport.  A  big  white  airplane  flew  low,  mark,  thinking  -that  he  meant  the  well- 
dipping  its  wings  in  welcome  to  the  boys.  groomed  W^C  who  had  passed  by,  and 
A    blimp    sailed    slowly    and    majestically  told  him  so. 

overhead.  The  boys  looked  up.  "Heck,  I  don't  mean  her !  I  mean  don't 

A  girl  in  an  American  uniform  walked  she  look  beautiful !  I  mean  my  country,  my 

down  the  dock,  and  quite  promptly  whistles  America !" 

sounded  from  all  over  the  ship.  It  was  like  And,   suddenly   I   realized,    she   did  look 

a  chorus  of  birds — and  they  were  certainly  beautiful — my  country. 


•  T  is  very  simple.  All  you  have  to  do  is  tO'  quit  trying — just  settle  back  into  an 
animal  state:  root  in  the  mud,  grunt  with  satisfaction — and  squeal  when  you  are  dis- 
pleased. A  porkine  countenance  is  not  necessary,  but  it  helps  carry  out  the  illusion. 

The  ridiculous  part  of  the  whole  thing  is  that  men  who  let  themselves  slide  into 
that  way  of  doing  think  that  they  are  great  stuff.  Let  the  conversation  be  on  "the 
snow  fields  of  the  Himalayas"  and  one  of  these  birds  will  weasel  a  way  around  to  a 
smutty  remark,  and  think  how  clever  he  is. 

Again,  no  matter  how  simple  may  be  the  affair  of  the  moment,  he  will   look  for  a 
\  chance  to  raise  his  snout  and  appear  very   important.    In   fact,   he  would   rather   looik 

(  important  than   be   right.   Not  all   of  the  "great,   silent   men"   are   profound;   some  of 

them  are  just  too  stupid  to  have  anything  to  say. 

Any  farm  boy  knows  the  distinguishing  trait  of  a  good  hog:  self-interest.  While  he 
is  swilling  down  what  he  can  reach,  his  little  eyes  are  on  what  is  within  the  other 
fellow's  reach.  He  is  never  satisfied.  As  long  as  there  is  anything  to  get,  he  cannot 
relax.  "Never  a  dull  moment" — but  how! 

"Would  you  rather  be  a  pig?"  Would  you  prefer  to  live  within  three  feet  of  the 
ground?  Well,  go  ahead,  brother,  but  don't  have  any  grand  delusions  on  how  you 
appear   to  your   associates.    It   is  your   choice.    But    it    is  their   joke.   And   you   are   It! 

— Chaplain  |.  M.  Brandall,  U.S.S.  General   R.   E.  Callan 
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CHAPLAIN     WILLIAM     B.    GAMBLE 


That's   what    it    takes    to    win    a    ball 
game  .  .  .  and  also  the  Came  of  Life! 


IN  describing  the  voyage  of  Christopher 
Columbus  to  the  new  world  in  1492, 
President  Lowell  of  Harvard  Universit}^ 
has  said,  "When  Columbus  set  out  he  did 
not  know  where  he  was  going:  when  he 
arrived  he  did  not  know  where  he  was; 
when  he  returned  he  did  not  know  where 
he  had  been."  Columbus  thought  that  he 
had  discovered  the  East  Indies — a  new 
route  to  India.  In  the  light  of  present-day 
knowledge,  we  know  that  the  great  naviga- 
tor was  considerably  confused. 

Today  there  are  a  great  many  men  and 
women  in  and  out  of  the  Armed  Forces 
who  are  akin  to  Columbus  in  his  confusion. 
They  are  confused  in  their  thinking  and  in 
their  living  as  to  the  value  of  the  moral 
code  of  the  Bible — that  code  which  always 
has  made,  and  always  will  make,  for  good 
character. 

There  is  a  great  host  of  people  in  the 
world  who  deride  and  jeer  at  the  Ten 
Commandments  and  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount.  They  are  followers  of  the  Epi- 
curean philosophy  of  life:  "Eat,  drink  and 
be  merry,  for  tomorrow  we  die."  They 
appeal  to  the  sensual  pleasures  of  the  body. 
"Self-expression'  is  their  motto.  Let  one's 
physical  appetites  and  natural  instincts  be 
declared  and  satisfied,  they  say. 

Such  a  philosophy  appeals  to  one's  selfish 
interests    only.    Especially    has    this    phi- 
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losoph}'  been  practiced  in  the  promiscuous 
satisfaction  of  sexual  appetite.  In  America, 
in  England,  on  the  Continent,  wherever 
our  troops  have  gone,  the  worshippers  of 
"Self  have  advanced  their  philosophy. 

The  H0I3'  Scriptures  denounce  this  form 
of  thought.  In  speaking  of  those  who 
promulgate  such  ungodly  actions,  the  Bible 
says  that  their  ways  are  "the  ways  of 
death."  History  offers  similar  evidence. 
Those  nations  that  have  tolerated  and 
favored  this  philosophy  have  become  de- 
generate and  have  disintegrated.  They  are 
no  more. 

However,  as  a  minister  of  the  Gospel 
in  the  Army,  I  can  understand  the  terrific 
influence  and  strain  which  is  exerted  in  the 
lives  of  many  of  our  young  men  and  women 
b}--  those  w^ho  practice  self-indulgence.  Par- 
ticularly is  the  strain  felt  in  the  lives  of 
those  who  are  not  solidly  founded  in  the 
Christian  faith.  They  hear  arguments  for 
unlicensed  good  times  (so-called).  In  their 
abject  loneliness  they  see  what  appears  to 
be  proof  of  these  arguments — an  artificial 
type  of  physical  appeasement  and  satisfac- 
tion. In  their  loneliness,  it  looks  good  to 
them. 

On  the  other  hand,  many  of  these  young 
men  and  women  who  are  held  in  the  grip 
of  desire  do  not  yield  because  of  early 
Christian   training,    because    of    conscience 


Number  1 


HE   HAD    control! 


21 


\ 


and  because  of  a  hope  of  better  things  to 
come.  And -yet  they  are  torn  betwixt  and 
between — now  leaning  toward  carnal  pleas- 
ures, now  leaning  toward  a  purity  of  life. 
It  is  a  ceaseless  battle,  and  it  is  a  hard 
battle.  As  the  Good  Book  says,  "The  flesh 
lusteth  against  the  Spirit,  and  the  Spirit 
against  the  flesh." 

It  is  in  this  personal  battle  that  many 
become  confused.  In  their  time  of  confusion 
they  are  apt  to  err.  They  come  to  the 
point  where  they  say  to  themselves,  "What 
shall  we  do?"  Uncertainty  in  moral  issues 
is-  the  devil's  delight.  The  following  is  a 
dissertation  on  confusion : 

"Did  it  ever  occur  to  you  that  life  is 
full  of  confusion?  Man  comes  into  the 
world  against  his  will,  and  goes*  out  of  it 
against  his  will,  and  the  trip  in  between  is 
exceedingly  rocky.  The  rule  of  contraries 
is  one  of  the  features  of  his  trip.  When  he 
is  little,  the  big  girls  want  to  kiss  him; 
when  he  is  big,  the  little  girls  want  to  kiss 
him.  If  he  is  poor,  he  is  a  bad  manager; 
if  he  is  rich,  he  is  dishonest.  If  he  needs 
credit,  he  can't  get  it;  if  he  is  prosperous, 
everyone  wants  to  do  him  a  favor.  If  he's 
in  politics,  it  is  for  graft ;  if  he  is  out  of 
politics,  he  is  no  good  to  his  country.  If 
he  doesn't  give  to  charity,  he  is  a  stingy 
cuss;  if  he  does,  it  is  for  show.  If  he  is 
actively  religious,  he  is  a  hypocrite;  if  he 
takes  no  interest  in  religion,  he  is  a  hard- 
ened sinner.  If  he  shows  affection,  he  is  a 
soft  specimen;  if  he  cares  for  no  one,  he 
is  cold-blooded.  If  he  dies  young,  there 
was  a  great  future  before  him;  if  he  lives 
to  an  old  age,  he  missed  his  calling." 

In  this  dissertation  we  have  negation. 
It  leads  us  nowhere.  Confusion  is  always 
negative  in  its  final  analysis. 

We  need  something  definite,  something 
positive,  to  clear  our  minds  of  confusion. 
That  "something"  is  the  character-building 
influence  of  self-control  (not  self-indul- 
gence ) . 

.  Sometime  ago  I  came  across  this  squib : 


"I  was  wondering  if  you  are  a  baseball 
fan.  If  you  are,  read  this.  If  you  are  not, 
you  had  better  read  it  too.  But  you  won't 
understand  it  as  well.  Still,  if  you're  real 
bright  you'll  get  the  idea. 

"Christy  Matthewson  is  one  of  the  great 
names  of  balldom.  The  greatest  I  think. 
And  wherefore  his  greatness?  Because  he 
had  control!  He  could  make  a  ball  go  just 
where  he  wanted  it  to.  Exactly  and  pre- 
cisely. Every  time  almost.  And  if  you  think 
that's  easy,  try  it.  It's  some  job  for  most 
people  to  hit  a  barn  door.  But  he  could 
put  the  pill — ^that's  the  ball,  you  understand 
— right  over  a  pin-head.  Almost! 

"It  didn't  matter  how  much  the  crowd 
was  trying  to  rattle  him  or  how  much  de- 
pended on  the  game.  He  didn't  lose  self- 
control.  And  it  didn't  matter  how  much 
they  offered  him  to  play  on  Sunday.  Hp 
had  control.  And  he  said,  'No!'  So  they 
could  hear  it,  too.  And  when  tuberculosis 
thought  it.  could  knock  a  home  run  off 
Matty,  he  had  self-control.  And  he  faced 
Mr.  T.  B.  and  struck  him  out. 

"I  was  wondering  if  his  Christian  control 
didn't  do  more  for  clean  sport  than  all  the 
games  he  ever  won !" 

How  can  we  develop  a  self-control  that 
will  clear  confusion  and  give  us  a  distinct 
moral  vision?  First  of  all,  we  must  renew 
our  allegiance  to  Christ.  Our  faith  in  Him 
is  the  "Victory  that  overcometh  the  world." 
If  we  have  Christ-controlled  lives,  moral 
problems  will  resolve  themselves  into  their 
correct  category.  And  in  having  Christ- 
controlled  lives,  we  will  gain  a  self- 
control  that  will  overcome  all  temptation 
to  do  evil. 

There  are  many  who  know  little  about 
Christ.  How  can  they  know  Him  and  own 
Him  as  their  Lord  and  Savior?  To  know 
Jesus  Christ,  read  the  Gospels  in  the  New 
Testament  (preferably  the  Goodspeed  ver- 
sion of  the  New  Testament).  Offer  prayer 
to  God,  in  Jesus'  name,  requesting  Him  to 
open  eyes  of  faith. 
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We  are  told  that  "Faith  is  the  gift  of 
God."  Recognize  the  fact  that  we  are  all 
dependent  upon  God's  mercy  for  forgive- 
ness and  salvation.  Recognizing  this  fact, 
cast  yourself  on  that  mercy  as  it  is  demon- 
strated to  us  in  the  sacrificial  death  and 
triumphant  resurrection  of  Christ  who  is 
*'God  revealed  in  the  flesh." 

Also,  go  to  your  chaplain  or  civilian 
minister.  In  a  personal  interview,  ask  him 
for  guidance  in  finding  the  Lord. 

Secondly,  renew  your  allegiance  to  the 
Church  of  Christ.  The  very  fact  that  you 
make  an  efi;ort  to  go  to  the  services  of  the 
church  is  an  indication  to  God  that  you 
are  vitally  interested  in  securing  strength 
to  live  a  better  life  and  to  attain  His  sal- 
vation. Go  to  any  church  where  Christ  is 
honored  and  worshipped — the  church  or 
denomination  of  your  choice.  The  impor- 
tant thing  is,  "Go!" 

Thirdly,  to  the  best  of  your  ability  as- 
sociate   with    Christian    companions.    The 


Book  of  Proverbs  states,  "Iron  sharpeneth 
iron ;  so  a  friend  sharpeneth  the  countenance 
of  a  friend."  There  is  no  doubt  that  a  friend 
who  has  loose  morals  will  influence  one  for 
the  worse. 

Lastly,  refrain  from  reading  licentious 
literature.  Such  literature  is  propaganda 
for  the  devil.  He  hides  secure  in  every 
obscene  phrase  and  thought.  Such  insidious 
ideas  as  are  suggested  tend  to  break  down 
all  moral  and  spiritual  progress  already 
accomplished.  The  proverb,  "Let  sleeping 
dogs  lie,"  is  applicable.  This  type  of  print 
can  harm  no  one  if  it  is  not  read.  But  self- 
control  is  essential  if  you  are  to  ignore  it. 

In  conclusion,  having  set  yourself  to  the 
task  of  cleaning  up  your  life  by  renewing 
allegiance  to  God  and  His  church,  by  choos- 
ing clean-living  companions,  and  by  reading 
wholesome  literature,  obey  the  injunction 
of  our  Lord  when  He  said,  "No  man,  hav- 
ing put  his  hand  to  the  plough  and  looking 
back,  is  fit  for  the  kingdom  of  God." 


-4     CRACKING    WISE     ^'- 

The  real  measure   of  a  man's  character  The  human  body  is  remarkably  sensitive, 

is  what  he'd  do  if  he  knew  he  would  never       Pat  a  man  on  the  back  and  his  head  swells, 
be  caught.  ij» 

Conscience  gets  a  lot  of  credit  that  he- 
The    human    race    has    come    from    the      longs  to  cold  feet, 
stone  age  dozmi  to  the  carnage. 


If  you  are  moving  in  the  right  direction 
you  are  sure  to  step  on  somebody's  toes. 

Nature    ahvays    compensates.     Consider 
hozi'  sanitary  is  O/  bald  head. 

One  doesn't  become  distinguished  by  do- 
ing his  duty.  It's  by  doing  more. 

A  man  zi4io  claims  he's  boss  in  his  home 
will  lie  about  other  things,  too. 


Men    are   just   opposite   from   guns,    the 
smaller  the  caliber  the  bigger  the  bore. 

Before    marriage   a    man    yearns    for    a 
zvoman.  After  marriage  "Y"  is  silent. 

A  man  who  drinks  now  and  then,  usually 
drinks  more  now  than  he  did  then. 

The   zimrst  disappointment  you  can  ex- 
perience is  disappointment  in  yourself . 
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By  WALTER  W.  VAN  KIRK 

will  respect  a\\  men  and  women  regardless  of  race  and  religion. 

will  protect  and  defend  my  neighbor  and  my  neighbor's  children  against 

the  ravages  of  racial  and  religious  bigotry. 

will  exemplify  in  my  own  life  the  spirit  of  goodwill  and  understanding, 
will  challenge  the  philosophy  of  racial  superiority  by  whomsoever  it  may 

be  proclaimed,  whether  they  be  kings,  dictators  or  demagogues, 
will  not  be  misled  by  the  lying  propaganda  of  those  who  seek  to  set 

race  against  race,  or  nation  against  nation. 

will  refuse  to  support  any  organization   that  tias  for  its   purpose  the 

spreading  of  anti-Semitism,  anti-Catholicism  or  anti-Protestantism. 

will  establish  comradeship  with  those  who  seek  to  exalt  the  spirit  of 

love  and  reconciliation  throughout  the  world. 

will  attribute  to  those  who  differ  from  me  the  same  degree  of  sincerity 

that  I  claim  for  myself. 

will  uphold  the  civil  rights  and  religious  liberties  of  all  citizens  and 

groups  whether  I  agree  with  them  or  not. 
will  do  more  than  live  and  let  live — I  will  live  and  help  live. 


' -^%iii^jijiii^Miiiiiiiii^^ 
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(1)  Officers  of  the  United  Student 
Christian  Council  at  annual  meeting 
held  recently  at  Wooster,  Ohio.  Left 
to  right:  Donald  Novce,  Columbia  U. ; 
Clair  Weaver,  Yale;'  Dr.  T.  Z.  Koo; 
Dr.  R.  H.  Edwin  Espey;  John 
Deschner,  Yale,  chairman;  Dr.  Win- 
burn  Thomas,  and  Mrs.  Reinhold 
Niebuhr,  treasurer. 

(2)  Marines  at  Bible  class  aboard 
a  transport  in  Tokyo  Harbor,  with 
Chaplain  B.  H.  Boyd,  wearer  of 
Purple  Heart  for  wounds  received  at 
Okinawa. 

(3)  Margaret  Truman,  center,  with 
members  of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church 
choir,  Independence,  Mo.,  with  whom 
she  sang  in  days  before  father  be- 
came President. 

(4)  Crawford  W.  Brown,  first  chief 
of   chaplains.   Veterans    Administration. 

(5)  Church  bells,  removed  by  Nazis 
from  churches  in  occupied  countries 
and  slated  for  conversion  into  weapons 
of  war,  piled  high  on  docks  at 
Hamburg. 

{Religious    Nezvs    Service    photos) 
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By  CHAPLAIN  GARY  BOUSMAN 


piETTING  along  with  people  is  one  of 
J[  the  biggest  problems  of  modern  living. 
n  business,  in  politics,  in  marriage  and 
n  practically  every  phase  of  life  success  is 
argely  dependent  upon  our  ability  to  "get 
long  together." 

In  recent  years  we  have  become  "per- 
onality"  conscious.  We  have  come  to 
ealize  that  a  wholesome  personality  is  the 
:ey  to  successful  living.  So  we  are  told 
hat  knowledge  of  a  trade  or  profession  is 
if  little  value  if  we  can't  adjust  ourselves 
o  our  environment. 

Of  course  the  word  "personality"  can  be 
ised  in  a  variety  of  ways.  Some  think  of 
t  solely  in  terms  of  charm  and  popularity. 
Dthers  use  it  to  indicate  mental  health  and 
ocial  adjustment.  But  in  the  final  analysis 
lersonality  is  the  art  of  getting  along  with 
leople. 

Bookstores  have  been  flooded  with  pub- 
ications  on  how  to  win  friends.  Schools 
re  offering  courses  on  salesmanship, 
eadership  and.  the  art  of  influencing  people. 
Advertisers  have  taken  advantage  of  this 
lesire  for  recognition  and  approval.  They 
ell  us  that  certain  brands  of  soap,  or 
oothpaste,  or  cosmetics  will  make  us  more 
lopular. 

But  getting  along  with  people  is  one  of 
he  functions  of  religion.  No  soap,  no  van- 
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ishing  cream,  no  charm  school  and  no 
psychology  book  can  compete  with  it.  Be- 
lief in  God  and  service  to  others  may  do 
more  toward  the  development  of  person- 
ality than  all  the  charm  courses  in  the 
world. 

Let  us  see  how  this  works.  For  one  thing, 
religion  demands  a  conviction  about  God. 
Knowledge  of  God  gives  confidence,  and 
confidence  in  turn  is  a  prerequisite  to  a 
wholesome  personality. 

Believing  in  Cod,  You  Believe  in  Yourself 

If  a  man  believes  in  God  he  also  be- 
lieves in  himself.  He  has  confidence  that 
things  will  work  •  out  for  the  best.  He 
knows  also  that  in  the  eyes  of  God  all  men 
are  equal.  No  one  with  a  genuine  faith 
ought  to  be  inflicted  with  a  feeling  of 
inferiority. 

Yet  see  how  many  people  are  suffering 
untold  misery  because  they  do  not  have 
confidence.  The  so-called  "inferiority  com- 
plex" has  probably  caused  more  mental 
suffering,  more  hard  feelings,  and  has  pro- 
duced more  queer  people  than  any  other 
factor. 

Even  those  who  outwardly  manifest  the 
most  confidence  often  have  the  least.  Their 
inflated  boastings  and  braggings  are  but 
efforts  to  cover  up  a  sense  of  inadequacy. 
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People  who  do  sensational  things — those 
who  act  peculiarly  and  consequently  can- 
not get  along  with  others — often  do  so  be- 
cause they  are  possessed  by  a  feeling  of 
inferiority. 

But  the  man  or  woman  whose  religious 
convictions  are  based  on  hope  and  trust 
need  not  feel  inadequate.  Where  there  is 
faith  there  is  courage ;  where  there  is  trust 
there  is  hope;  where  there  is  love  there  is 
endurance. 

A  Sense  of  Brotherhood 

Another  way  in  which  religion  helps  us 
develop  our  personalities  is  through  a  sense 
of  brotherhood.  Religion  provides  a  fellow- 
ship— a  fraternity  of  believers.  When  two 
or  more  people  worship  together  there  de- 
velops between  them  a  fraternal  aware- 
ness. When  people  work  together  for  the 
good  of  all  they  experience  a  sense  of 
belonging  to  a  noble  group.  This  enhances 
one's  personality  as  much  as  anything  can 
do. 

Not  long  ago  a  soldier  described  his  ex- 
perience in  an  Army  chapel.  He  said  that 
he  entered  the  chapel  utterly  homesick.  At 
first  his  homesickness  became  more  intense, 
for  he  found  himself  again  in  the  midst  of 
strange  people. 

As  the  service  continued,  however,  he 
began  to  look  upon  his  fellow-worshippers 
as  personal  friends.  There  was  something 
about  the  service  which  brought  him  closer 
to  them.  They  were  all  singing  the  same 
hymns.  They  were  facing  the  same  altar 
and  they  were  all  worshipping  the  same 
God.  And  the  soldier  concluded  his  de- 
scription of  the  service  by  saying :  "I  began 
to  conceive  of  myself  as  an  integral  part 
of  that  fellowship  because  we  were  per- 
forming together  one  of  the  noblest  experi- 
ences of  the  human  race." 
So  the  act  of  worshiping 
God  took  from  that  young 
man  a  feeling  of  loneli- 
ness and  set  him  on  his 
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feet  as   an  integral  part  of   God's  world. 

Paul  often  had  that  experience.  Though 
opposed  and  threatened  at  almost  every 
turn,  he  found  much  favor  in  the  fact  that 
many  were  working  with  him  for  the  same 
end.  In  his  letter  to  the  Philippians  he 
says :  "/  never  think  of  yoib  zvithout  thank- 
ing my  God,  and  ahvays  whenever  I  pray 
for  you  I  do  it  with  joy  over  the  co- 
operation in  the  Good  Nezvs  from  the  day 
you>  first  received  it  witil  nozv." 

Again,  if  you  want  to  improve  your  per- 
sonality remember  the  law  of  love.  It  is 
the  basis  of  all  human  relationships.  I 
doubt  that  there  is  any  greater  secret  for 
getting  along  with  people  than  Christ's 
commandment,  "Thou  shalt  love  thy  neigh- 
bor as  thyself." 

No  book  on  winning  friends  can  compete 
with  that  principle.  In  the  final  analysis, 
winning  friends  and  influencing  people  is 
largely  a  matter  of  treating  them  as  we 
would  want  them  to  treat  us. 

The  Golden  Rule  applies  to  every  phase 
of  life.  We  might  say,  for  example,  that 
there  is  a  golden  rule  of  conversation. 
Speak  to  others  in  the  same  manner  that 
you  would  want  them  to  speak  to  you. 

Hate  Is  Rank  Poison 

And  there  is  another  way  in  which  reli- 
gion may  help  you  develop  a  wholesome 
personality.  Religion  makes  one  of  its  great- 
est contributions  to  personality  when  it 
tells  us  to  forgive. 

Every  religious  experience  demands  a 
sense  of  forgiveness.  Jesus  told  his  dis- 
ciples that  if  they  came  to  worship  God 
and  there  discovered  that  they  must  first 
go  out  and  reconcile  themselves  they  should 
do  so,  and  then  come  and  worship  God. 
How  can  a  man  expect  the  Spirit  of  God 
to  come  into  his  heart 
w^hen  all  the  time  his 
heart  is  filled  with  hate 
and  envy? 

One  of  the  surest  wavs 
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.for  a  person  to  poison  his  mind  is  for  him  lieve  that   God   is   the   sustaining  force   in 

j  to  hold  a  grudge  against  someone  else.  Man  your  life.  With  Him  your  head  may  often 

iwill  never  learn  to  live  with  man  until  he  be   bloody    but    always    unbowed.    Second, 

-has  learned  to  forgive.  Said  Zacchaeus,  "If  join  the  noble  band  of  pilgrims  where  you 

ri  have  wronged  any  man,  I  will  restore  him  may  find  the  fellowship  of  Christ  and  the 

'■  fourfold."  Said  Jesus,  "This  day  is  salva-»  brotherhood   of  man.   Thircl,   never   forget 

V  tion   come  into  this  house." .  Well,   it  can  the  law  of  love^  for  it  is  the  key  that  un- 

=  come  to  anyone  who  has  learned  to  say,  locks  any  heart,  that  unbolts  the  door  of 

"I  forgive."  fear  and  prejudice. . 

If  you  want  to  get  along  with  people  Finally,    forgive   and   you   will    be   for- 

why  not  try  God  and  His  plan?  First,  be-  given:   forgive   and  you  will  be  received. 


Third  Sunday  of  the  Month 

Theme  :  Everyday  Religion 

Call  to  Worship:  "O  come  let  us  worship  and  bow  down,  let  us  kneel  before 
the  Lord,  our  Maker." 

Hymn  :  "Day  Is  Dying  in  the  West"  {Army  &  Navy  Hymnal,  No.  168) 

Scripture  Reading:  Philippians  1:1-7 

Hymn:  "I  Would  Be  True"  {Hymnal,  No.  433) 

Offering 

Talk  based  on  "HOW  RELIGION  HELPS"  (page  26) 

Questions  for  Discussion  : 

1.  Is  it  possible  to  make  friends  zmth  everybody  f 

2.  Hoza  far  should  a  Christian  go  in  making  friends  with  people  of  other 
races  and  creeds? 

3.  Many  people  who  try  to  he  very  religious  are  disliked.  Why?  What 
can  they  do  about  it? 

Prayer:  "O  God,  Father  of  us  all,  grant  that  we  may  follow  Thy  way  in 
making  friends,  and  that  we  may  prove  to  be  good  and  loyal  friends  to  all 
those  who  come  to  us.  Help  us  to  be  kindly  one  to  another,  generous  and 
forgiving.  We  ask  our  prayer  in  the  name  of  Him  who  is  our  Greatest  Friend, 
even  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen." 

Benediction:  "Look  therefore  carefully  how  ye  walk,  not  as  unwise,  but  as 
wise,  redeeming  the  time,  because  the  days  are  evil.  Depart  in  peace  and  as 
brothers  in  Christ  Jesus.  Amen." 


By     CHAPLAIN     JAMES     S.     SPEESE 


THE  Chaplain  was  asking,  "What  token 
do  you  offer  in  pledge  of  your  vows  ?'* 
and  looked  expectantly  at  the  best  man. 
The  latter  who  had  been  waiting  anxiously 
for  just  this  moment,  quickly  slipped  the 
little  gold  ring  to  the  groom,  who  offered 
it  to  the  Chaplain  for  his  blessing.  Every- 
one in  the  Armj^  Chapel  heard  the  words 
as  they  came  strong  and  clear,  "May  this 
ring  be  the  sign  between  you  ever  of  the 
mutual  vows  yo\x  have  made  .  .  .  the  sym- 
bol of  an  endless  love."  Nervously  the 
happj'-  bride  put  forth  her  hand,  the  little 
golden  band  slipped  snugly  on  her  finger. 
They  had  now  become  man  and  wife. 

Just  a  little  ring  of  gold — ^but  it  was  the 
symbol  of  the  pledge  they  had  made,  a  love 
that  would  last  forever ! 

Marriage  is  not  an  old  garment,  to  be 
cast  aside  when  it  is  worn  out  and  re- 
placed with  another.  Neither  is  it  a  matter 
of  convenience  dependent  upon  the  fluctu- 
ating whims  of  immature  or  selfish  minds. 
Marriage  is  a  pledge  before  God  of  our 
love  and  faithfulness,  for  better  or  for 
worse.  We  have  promised  our  partner,  and 
promised  God,  that  we  would  cherish, 
honor,  love — "until  death  do  us  part." 

We  dare  not  play  at  marriage.  It  is  a 
serious  business,  one  which  will  affect  our 


lives  and  happiness  forever.  If  We  do  not 
intend  fulfilling  the  promises  we  have 
made,  then  we  have  no  right  to  get  mar- 
ried. That  which  we  profess  is  not  love 
but  infatuation.  Let  us  be  sure  the  love  is 
deep  and  real  before  we  give  the  little  gold 
ring — the  symbol  of  love  everlasting. 

Happ}''  marriages  do  not  spring  from 
chance,  but  come  because  two  people  are  in 
love — and  taking  their  marriage  seriously. 
Teamwork  is  important!  Dictatorship  has 
never  been  successful  either  in  politics  or 
a  home.  Love  becomes  something  more 
than  emotional  display  or  sensual  appetite ; 
it  becomes  something  which  is  cultivated 
deep  within  the  heart.  There  is  an  under- 
standing of  the  other's  personality,  its 
weakness  as  well  as  its  strength,  and  no 
attempt  is  made  to  dominate  or  change  it. 

A  little  ring  of  gold!  Only  a  symbol, 
it's  true,  but  it  is  the  promise  of  an  ever- 
lasting love.  Have  we  kept  our  part  of  the 
bargain?  Are  we  doing  our  best  to  make 
that  promise  come  true?  Will  ours  be  a 
happy  and  successful  marriage?  It  can  be 
if  the  golden  band  becomes  not  just  a  piece 
of  jewelry  to  be  discarded  at  will,  but  in- 
deed a  symbol  of  fulfilled  promise  in  our 
hearts  and  lives — the  symbol  of  an  endless 
love,  one  which  even  death  cannot  destroy. 
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every  country  are  Christian  in  heart,  mind 
:and  deed. 

By  Sgt.  William  J.  Twigger 

6th  Marine  Division 

My  lot  falls  very  definitely  with  Mr. 
Hibbs.  .  .  .  Like  myself,  innumerable  of 
my  fellow-service  men  are  almost  unani- 
mously in  favor  of  some  sort  of  peacetime 
military  conscription.  A  very  short  time 
ago,  my  own  thinking  made  me  just  as 
forcefully  against  any  kind  of  military  con- 
scription of  American  youth,  even  for  just 
a  year.  ...  I  am  now  as  much  in  favor  of 
jCompulsory  military  training  as  I  was 
.against  it.  My  faith  in  God  and  in  the 
Christian  way  of  life — yea,  in  Christ  as 
my  very  own  Savior — has  been  strength- 
^ened,  if  anything,  by  these  trying  years. 
.  .  .  To  invoke  the  protection  and  care  of 
.God  demands  that  we  do  our  share. 

I 

,By  Pfc.  William  S.  Sayad 

[257th  Engineers 

I  recommend  that  a  program  be  set  up 
I  where  a  young  man  can  continue  his  career 
lor  work  of  life  and  at  the  same  time  take 
^military  and  physical  training.  It  would 
consist  mainly  of  educational,  military  and 
I  physical  training  combined. 
I 

By  Cpl.  Harvey  H.  King 

^ 410th  Infantry 

In    the    summer    of    1936    I    decided    I 

,  wanted  an  education  in  the  Industry  of 
Agriculture,  but  I  chose  a  school  where 
military  training  was  compulsory.  Frankly, 
I  never   did   like   military  training,   but   I 

):ook    it    for    18    months    and    passed    the 

Izourses  and  have  never  been  sorry  I  did. 
...  God  gave  us  some  common  sense,  and 
it  is  our  duty  to  "Be  Prepared." 


We  regret  that  we  can  print  only  a 
portion  of  the  replies  sent  us  on  both 
sides  of  the  controversy.  But  we  have 
tried  to  be  fair  and  im- 
Representing         partial,      choosing     the 

the  icons'  ^^^*  ^"^  most   succinct 

of  the  many  letters  re- 
ceived. Thus,  to  those  who  in  the  above 
have  applauded  the  measure,  we  add  these 
who  either  are  "ag'in  it"  in  toto  or  who 
favor  some  modification: 

By  Cpl.  W.  A.  Rice 

53rd  Armored  Infantry  (Germany) 

I  am  against  peacetime  conscription — 
definitely.  Say  what  you  will,  the  services 
are  no  place  for  those  who  wish  to  be 
elsewhere.  There  is  no  reason  to  believe 
that  conscription  will  frighten  future  ag- 
gressor nations.  ...  So  let's  not  play 
checkers  with  the  kids.  Let's  let  them  have 
a  chance  to  do  the  things  we  have  been 
denied.  I  say,  and  with  all  sincerity,  we 
must  not  draft  in  time  of  peace! 

By  Arthur  E.  Nelson  Y  2/c 

NAS,  Jacksonville,  Fla. 

Compulsory  military  training  immedi- 
ately eliminates  freedom  of  conscience,  a 
cornerstone  upon  which  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  has  been  built.  Re- 
gardless of  what  might  be  said  to  the  con- 
trary, if  a  nation  adopts  a  policy  that  says 
our  youth  must  take  military  training,  then 
any  so-called  freedom  of  religion  only 
means  that  you  are  free  to  attend  the  serv- 
ices of  whatever  denomination  you  desire 
but  you  can  no  longer  form  your  own  con- 
victions as  to  the  significance  of  Jesus* 
teachings  of  brotherhood. 

Secondly,  history  proves  that  compulsory 
military  training  breeds  war  rather  than 
helps  to  maintain  peace.  ...  I  think  history 
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will  support  the  statement  that  wherever 
there  is  military  training  the  moral  stand- 
ards are  lowered.  ... 

By  Lt.  William  V.  Wright 

Cq.  I,  363rd  Infantry 

I  am  with  the  "cons."  Why?  -Because  I 
am  religiously  inclined.  In  spite  of  all  the 
modern-day  plans,  complex  laws,  pacts, 
treaties  and  agreements,  or  plans  yet  to  be 
devised,  I  believe,  as  do  ever  increasing 
numbers  of  people  the  world  over,  that  our 
one  great  hope  for  peace  is  a  more  gen- 
erous application  of  Christianity. 

But  lest  I  be  accused  of  being  visionary 
or  impractical,  I  will  speak  otherwise.  I  am 
fully  aware  and  cognizant  of  the  fact  that 
no  Utopia  is  here.  Yet  we  needn't  give  up 
hope  by  saying  it  is  an  impossibility,  need 
we? 

However,  if  we  must  have  a  large  mili- 
tary force  and  backlog  of  trained  men  after 
the  years  of  peace  come,  and  clearly  it  now 
seems  advisable,  can  we  not  call  upon  a 
sense  of  duty  and  a  spirit  of  patriotism  to 
fill  our  ranks  with  volunteers?  .  .  . 

By  HoLLiE  W.  Cr/wford 
CPS  76,  Glendora,  Calif. 

Is  it  possible  for  a  conscientious  objector 
to  put  in  his  two-bits'  worth  on  this  issue? 
National  armed  force  gives  not  security  but 
a  gambler's  hope  of  victory.  Security  re- 
quires more ;  it  requires  the  prevention  of 
war.  War  cannot  be  prevented  by  armed 
force,  because  each  step  a  nation  takes  to 
increase  its  own  security  thereby  decreases 
the  security  of  its  neighbors.  Security  itself 
is  the  chief  purpose  of  national  policy ; 
nations  are  more  willing  to  fight  for  it  than 
for  any  other  single  objective. 

So  a  system  in  which  each  step  to  m- 
crease  one's  security  threatens  th?'  of  his 
neighbor  is  a  system  which  ma^'.^:.  security 
impossible  and  war  inevitable,  .  .  ,  Con- 
scription as  a  permanent  policy  is  hostile  to 
world  order. 


By  Cpl.  N.  AIandel 

462nd  AAF 

There  are  both  good  and  bad  points  in 
compulsory  training.  As  a  soldier  in  the 
U.  S.  Army  for  three  j^ars,  I  am  afraid 
that  the  bad  outweighs  the  good. 

By  Pfc.  John  Salerno 
Sq.  "G,"  120th  AAF  BU 

I  am  more  than  willing  to  admit  that  our 
citizenry  needs  discipline;  but  does  it  need 
regimentation?  .  .  .  What  we  need  is  not 
compulsory  military  training  but  compul- 
sory useful  work.  Let  our  desk-ridden  folk 
learn  by  participation  a  healthy  respect 
for  manual  labor.  Let  3^oung  men — and 
women — ^strengthen  their  bodies  and  cleanse 
their  souls  by  a  period  of  hard,  useful 
work  from  which  they  can  gain  a  sense  of 
material  and  spiritual  accomplishment.  Let 
them  serve  a  period  of  time  in  govern- 
mental detail,  so  that  by  intimate  contact 
the}^  will  become  acutely  conscious  of  civic 
responsibilities.  .  .  .  Keep  our  young  ones 
out  of  the  clutches  of  the  brass  hats  and 
give  them  over  instead  to  our  physicians, 
toilers,  and  other  realists.  Let  us  summon 
our  ministers  from  their  ivory  towers  and 
assign  them  the  task  of  teaching  courage 
to  do  right. 

Once  youth  has  undergone  a  period  of 
"compulsory  education  in  the  field,"  we 
will  have  created  better  people,  better 
Christians  and  better  world-citizens. 

By  Sgt.  Woodrow  W.  Kirby 
485th  Bomb  Squadron 

If  you  want  our  youth  to  learn  to  cuss, 
drink,  and  run  with  wild  women  then  give 
tliem  a  year  in  the  Army,  In  my  opinion 
the  future  peace  of  the  world  is  in  the  type 
of  moral  standard  our  people  live  by.  Since 
it  is  so  plain  for  me  to  see  that  the  services 
lower  that  standard,  then  I  am  first,  last 
and  always  against  peacetime  conscription. 


] 

r^pHE  year  just  ended— 1945— will  go 
r£  down  in  history  as  the  saddest,  hap- 
rpiest  year  in  the  history  of  mankind — sad- 
^dest  because  during  its  tragic  months  we 
flost  so  many  loved  ones,  happiest  because 
-in  it  we  achieved  final  victory  over  our 
^enemies.  But  let  us  not  forget  that  the 
Inclose  of  one  battle  has  just  ushered  in  the 
j^beginning  of  another.  We've  won  the  war. 
^Now  it's  up  to  us  to  win  the  peace — a 
^permanent  peace. 

^  How  shall  we  obtain  a  peace  that  shall 
:last?  Many  methods  are  being  currently 
;^advocated — some  good,  some  bad.  But  we 
[may  as  well  know,  to  start  with,  that  all 
ilwill  fail  unless  they  are  well  seasoned  with 
(iaith — faith  in  God  and  faith  in  our  fellow- 
men.  For  what  good  are  treaties,  mutual 
(^assistance  pacts,  world  security  organiza- 
Ijtions,  unless  they  are  backed  by  a  spiritual 
jUnderstanding  of  God's  will  for  us  and  a 
^mutual  understanding  of  our  world  neigh- 
,jbors? 

I  On  the  one  hand  you  hear  such  remarks 
^s  these :  "Let's  keep  the  atomic  bomb  for 
:  ourselves — ^you  can't  tell  about  those  other 
nations."  .  .  .  "Mark  my  words,  the  next 
I  war  will  be  with  Russia.  You  can't  trust 
I'those  sneaky  Bolshevists."  .  .  .  "This 
I'Chiang  Kai-shek  is  nothing  but  a  dirty 
,'fascist,  no  better  than  Hitler.  You  can't 
itrust  any  of  those  Chinks."  .  .  .  "It's  a 
,good  thing  they  kicked  Churchill  out; 
those  English  are  always  grabbing  bases 
>nd  territory,  and  he  was  the  worst  of  the 
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(Chaplains     Assistant,     Welch     Conva- 
lescent Hospital,  Daytona  Beach,  Fla.) 


lot."  .  .  .  "Let's  play  smart — ^be  practical. 
Let's  keep  all  the  land  we've  captured.  We 
need  more  bases  and  territory  for  protec- 
tion. You  can't  trust  those  imperialistic 
powers!"  .  .  .  "Good  Germans?  Are  you 
kidding?  The  only  good  German  is  a  dead 
German;  they've  always  been  warlike,  and 
they  always  will  be.  I  say,  plow  'em 
under !" 

United  Nations  Charter 

And  over  against  such  cynicism  as  that, 
this  high  idealism:  "We,  the  peoples  of 
the  United  Nations,  are  determined  to 
save  succeeding  generations  from  the 
scourge  of  war,  which  twice  in  our  lifetime 
has  brought  untold  sorrow  to  mankind,  and 
to  reaffirm  faith  in  fundamental  human 
rights,  in  the  dignity  and  worth  of  the 
human  person,  in  the  equal  rights  of  men 
and  women  and  of  nations  large  and  small 
...  to  practice  tolerance  and  live  together 
in  peace  as  good  neighbors." 

Nice-sounding  phrases,  aren't  they? 
They're  taken  from  the  preamble  to  the 
United  Nations  Charter,  written  in  San 
Francisco  and  signed  by  representatives  of 
the  United  Nations  of  the  world.  But 
they'll   remain   just   nice-sounding  phrases 
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funtll  and  unless  we  give  them  some  back- 
bone and  make  them  work. 

What  would  have  been  the  outcome  of 
this  war  if  we — -the  Russians,  the  British, 
the  Chinese  and  the  French — ^had  continual- 
ly fought  and  quarreled  together,  had  had 
no  faith  in  each  other?  Hitler  spent  the 
entire  war  sowing  seeds  of  dissension  and 
striving  to  incite  mistrust  among  the  United 
Nations.  If  he  had  been  successful  we 
would  have  lost  the  war.  But  because  we 
all  had  faith  in  each  other,  because  each 
nation  trusted  the  other,  we  went  forward 
united  to  achieve  the  military  victory. 

Faith  in  One  Another  Essential 

Or,  to  bring  it  down  to  a  more  personal 
matter,  how  much  could  an  individual  sol- 
dier on  patrol  accomplish  without  faith  in 
his  buddies  who  would  be  covering  him 
with  their  rifles  every  step  of  the  way? 

Obviously,  faith  is  a  "must"  in  the  waging 
of  wars — always  just  the  difference  be- 
tween victory  and  defeat !  Does  it  not  fol- 
low, then,  that  faith  will  be  equally  neces- 
sary in  winning  a  lasting  peace?  If  we  are 
really  sincere  in  wanting  permanent  peace, 
and  in  working  through  the  medium  of  the 
United  Nations  Organization  to  achieve 
that  peace,  then  let's  start  cultivating  and 
nurturing  that  brand  of  belief  in  our  fellow- 
men  which  will  decide  whether  we  shall 
win  this  victory  of  peace  or  whether  we 
shall  go  down  to  defeat  again,  as  we  did 
after  the  last  war. 

"But,"  you  say,  "that  is  all  well  and  good. 
It  is  true  that  nations  must  have  faith  in 
each  other  in  order  to  make  a  peace  organ- 
ization work.  But  what  has  that  to  do  with 
me?  I  am  only  one  person  in  this  great 
big  world — an  insignificant  little  nobody." 

Mister,    the    road    that    leads    to    faith- 

among-nations    has    its    beginning    in    the 

hearts    of    Mr.    and    Mrs,    Everyman.    A 

.nation  is  a  reflection  of  people. 

-    -A;  man  once  said  to  me,  "It's  no  wonder 

:' the   nations    can't   live   at   peace   together; 


why,  I  can't  even  live  at  peace  with  my 
next-door  neighbor !"  And  there  you  have 
it.  Unless  we  can  learn  to  have  faith  and 
trust  in  our  fellowmen — ^the  guy  next  door 
who  borrows  your  lawn  mower  and  forgets 
to  return  it;  the  fellow  upstairs  who  lent 
you  the  book  you  keep  forgetting  to  return 
— then  we  can't  expect  that  our  nations . 
will  have  trust  in  each  other. 

The  world  situation  today  is  the  most 
critical  in  the  history  of  mankind.  For  over 
1900  years  now,  ever  since  Christ  told  us 
that  He  alone  had  the  answer  to  it  all,  we 
have  been  disregarding  Him  and  dabbling 
in  peace  on  our  own,  kidding  ourselves  that 
we  had  the  answer.  By  now,  surely,  we 
should  know  the  folly  of  this ;  even  the 
most  moronic  child  eventually  learns  by 
experience. 

Let's  admit  that,  in  and  of  ourselves, 
we  haven't  the  answer  to  permanent  peace. 
Let's  come  out  flatly  and  say  that  power 
politics  and  heavy  armaments  alone  are 
not  enough.  Let's  do  what  we  should  have 
done  a  long  time  ago :  try  the  revolutionary 
way  of  faith — Christ's  way.  What  have  we 
got  to  lose? 

With  the  atomic  bomb  and  other  scien- 
tific novelties  designed  to  wipe  out  civili- 
zation, the  time  is  drawing  short.  Either 
we  learn  to  live  together  in  peace  or  we 
will  wipe  ourselves  off  the  face  of  the 
earth  just  as  completely  as  the  flood  wiped 
out  civilization  in  Noah's  day. 

That's  the  situation  as  it  stands  today. 
The  decision  is  wholly  in  our  hands,  the 
people  of  the  world.  And  if  we  decide  in 
favor  of  the  faith  way,  we  must  start  prac- 
ticing right  at  our  own  back  doors.  In  per- 
sonal and  in  international  practices,  let's 
try  leaving  the  latch  string  out.  To  be 
sure,  a  thief  may  come  in  and  steal  our  gold 
fillings.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  a  new 
friend  may  drop  in  and  fill  our  life  with  a 
new  sense  of  fulfilment  and  happiness. 

"This  is  the  victor}'-  that  overcometh  the 
world,  even  our  faith." 
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Forgive  Us 

By  PvT.   Myrl  Jean  Hughes 

Great  God,  from  whom  all  blessing  flozc, 
Forgive  tis  mortals  here  beioiv 

For  going  astray. 
Instill  in  us  a  zvill  to  live 
A  life  like  Christ,  whom  Thou  didst  give 

To  light  our  ztray. 

And  having  light.  Lord,  grant  that  ive 
May  never  fail  Thy  truth  to  see. 

Nor  Thy  great  love. 
Revealed  to  us  that  zee  migh  knoiv 
Thou  art  supreme  in  earth  belozu 

And  heaven  above. 

Dail]^  Praj^er 

By  PvT.  Harold  W,  Korth 

A  prayer  for  you  is  said  today — 
May  the  love   of  God  ever  with  yon  stay 
Wherever  you^  are,  zohatever  you  do. 
May  the  blessings  of  God  ever  rest  on  you. 
May  the  joys  increase  and  brighten  your 

zmy. 
All  because  a  loving  friend  prays  for  you 

today. 

Sanctuary 

By  PvT.  Gene  Wierbach 

No  rock  defile,  no  stand  of  stahvart  pine 

To  shelter  me  from  life; 
No  cloistered  wall  nor  oaken  door  is  mine 

To  hide  behind  the  strife. 
No  haven  on  a  tropic  isle  apart 

When  hurt  and  anger  rise. 
But  deep  ztnthin-   the  reaches  of   the  heart 

My  sanctuary  lies. 
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In  the  Morning 

By  Chaplain  John  D.  Leach 

/  zmnt  to  meet  God  in  the  morning, 
When  I  rise  froin  a  night  of  rest. 

To  begin  the  day  zcith  His  presence 
Will  help  me  to  do  my  best. 

I  zcant  to  see  God  in  the  morning. 
When  I  look  far  over  the  plain; 

And  behold  the  dezu-covercd  harz^cst 
Enriched  by  the  sun  and  the  rain. 

I  zmnt  to  hear  God  in  the  morning. 
In  the  meadozv-lark's  cheerful  song; 

It  makes  me  courageous  and  hopeful 
And'  gives  me  a  faith  that  is  strong. 

I  zmnt  to  knozv  God  in  the  morning. 
When  the  last  dark  night  is  o'er. 

And  that  day,  which  has  no  sunset, 
Sh-all  be  light  forevermore. 


Tlie  Hush  of  God 

By  Major  Lynn  W.  Landrum 

Some  men  can  climb  the  ranges. 
And  some  can  dig  them  dozirn: 

But  I  have  looked  on  mountains 
To  calm  the  fret  of  tozmi. 

Some  men  must  haste  through  timber 

To  fell  or  burn  or  slay: 
But  I  have  zvalked  in  forests 

To  ozvn  my  sins  and  pray. 

Some  men  have  cleft  the  ocean 

For  gold  or  spice  or  cod; 
But  I  have  harked  to  tempests 

And  heard  the  hush  of  God. 
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Co-operation 

By  Pfc.  James  Nixon 

All  have  a  share  in  the  beauty; 

AH  have  a>  share  in  the  plan; 
Whaf  does  it  matter  what  duty 

Falls  to  the  lot  of  a  man? 

Someone  has  blended  the  plaster; 

Someone  has  carried  the' stone; 
Neither  man  nor  the  master 

Has  ever  built  alone. 

Building  a  room  for  the  iveather. 
Or  building  a  castle  for  the  King: 

Only  by  working  together 
Can  man  accomplish  a  thing. 

My  Own  Belief 

By  Chaplain  Henry  L.  Reaves 

"I  need  na  sextant,'*  the  mariner  send, 
"I've  no  need  for  compass  or  chart; 

I've  rigged  ttp  a  light  on  the  bow  of  my  ship  ; 
I  sail  by  my  owtt  native  art." 

"I  need  no  religion/'  the  soldier  said, 
"I've  no  need  for  Bible  or  prayer; 

I  follow  the  law  I  set  for  myself; 
I'm  a  pagan,  I  live  zmthout  fear." 

But  a  storm  broke  over  the  ship  one  day 
With  a  gale  from  mi  ice-bound  pole; 

For  the  want  of  the  compass,  the  sextant 
and  chart 
The  good  ship  was  wrecked  on  a  shoal. 

The  battle  surged  over  the  lone  foxhole 
Where  the  soldier  cowered  in  fear ; 

He  coiddn't  look  up  to  heaven  for  help 
For  he  knew  not  that  God  is  there. 


In  the  July  issue  of  Link  we  re- 
printed a  poem  "I  Heard  a  Soldier 
Pray,"  crediting  the  authorship  incor- 
rectly. We  wish  to  apologize  to  Chaplain 
William  A.    Washburn   the   real    author. 


//  you  have  no  light  outside  yourself, 
If  you've  naught  but  your  "oivn  belief," 

Then  the  storms  of  life  breaking  o'er  your 
head 
Will  bring  you  to  a  grave  of  grief. 

Is  God? 

By  Charlotte  V.  Frink 

Some  people  wonder  if  God  is; 

I  used  to  wonder  too — 
But  just  think  of  things  of  His, 

Like  rain  and  sunshine  and  dezu; 
Consider  horn  the  cJmrch  bell  rings 

And  how  the  flozuers  bloom; 
Consider  many  other  things. 

Then  brush  away  your  gloom! 

Consider  how  the  crickets  sound 

And  how  the  bees  make  honey; 
Think  how  the  trees  abound — 

How  some  days  are  sunny — 
How  others  have  a  grayer  look ; 

And  then  beside  a  little  brook. 
We  see  the  depths  belozv. 

And  wonder  at  the  mysteries 
Of  things  we'll  never  know. 

Consider  all  the  grains  of  sand. 

And  how  they  came  to  be; 
All  these  things  GOD  planned 

For  you  and  me; 
Think  about  the  stars  and  moon, 

Cool  breezes  of  the  night. 
How  each  bird  has  its  ovmv  tune. 

Which  makes  each  day  so  bright. 

Think  how  men  have  been  transformed 
By  simply  trusting  Jesus  Christ; 

Assured  tluxt  they  will  be  unhat'med 
BecaufSe  He  paid  the  price. 

Think  hozv  He  answei's  prayer 

With  either  No  or  Yes, 
And  everyone  does  bless. 

Think  about  these  things  of  His; 
About  alt  others  He  has  planned. 

And  surely — then  you'll  understand  God 
IS! 


If  you're  a  personable  guy,  and 
have  a  flair  for  helping  people, 
there  may  be  something  for  you 
in  the  personnel  relations  field 
that      will      bear      looking      into 


VIII 

Personnel  Work 


THIS  month  we  are  giving  you  a  quick 
survey  of  opportunities  in  Personnel 
Work.  Let's  look  first  at  personnel  jobs 
in  manufacturing  plants.  First  v^ill  be  jobs 
in  the  Employment  Section  of  the  personnel 
department.  Here  you  ^N\\\  help  select  the 
right  person  for  the  right  job,  which  may 
not  be  an  easy  task  on  a  busy  Monday 
morning  with  hundreds  passing  through 
the  department.  Your  duties  may  include 
the  recruiting  of  workers,  making  contacts 
with  the  U.  S.  Employment  Service  or 
other  employment  agencies,  interviewing, 
giving  aptitude  tests,  making  necessary  in- 
vestigations, helping  induct  new  employees 
into  their  jobs,  or  conducting  termination 
interviews. 

For  these  jobs  you  must  have  a  pleasing 
personality  and  ability  to  get  along  well 
with  people.  You  must  always  keep  in  mind 
the  fact  that  you  are  giving  a  first — and 
often  lasting — impression  of  your  company 
to  new  employees.  Tact  and  sympathy,  as 
well  as  friendliness,  intuition  and  genuine 
interest  in  people,  are  required.  A  sense  of 
humor  will  be  a  decided  asset.  You  must 
be  familiar  with  sources  of  labor  supply, 
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understand  occupational  requirements,  and 
have  a  knowledge  of  employment  technique. 
In  the  Records  and  Control  Section  a 
figure  juggler  will  have  a  good  time.  Re- 
ports by  the  scores  must  be  made  to  the 
government,  to  management,  and  to  other 
departments  and  sections.  Cost-of-living 
trends  will  be  studied,  as  will  labor  turn- 
over. And  office  records  must  be  kept  so 
that  information  concerning  every  applicant 
and  every  employee,  past  and  present,  may 
be  found  in  double-quick  time. 

"Personnel  Services" 

Duties  of  workers  in  a  section  called 
Personnel  Services  include  supervision  of 
recreational  activities,  community  relations, 
internal  publicity,  care  of  bulletin  boards, 
issuing  plant  newspapers,  conducting  con- 
tests, plant  broadcasting,  special  programs, 
dances  and  other  social  gatherings.  Respon- 
sibility for  lounges  and  cafeteria  may  be 
included  here. 

Safety  and  Health  is   one  of  the  most 
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important  sections.  Workers  here  must 
keep  up  with  all  newest  safeguards,  with 
methods  in  education  and  publicity  on  safe- 
ty, and  must  serve  on  safety  committees. 
First-aid  work,  hospitalization,  beneficial 
associations,  group  insurance,  medical  serv- 
ice, dispensaries,  physical  examinations, 
epidemic  prevention,  health  reports,  and  im- 
provement of  working  conditions  may  be 
responsibilities  of  workers  in  this  section. 
Retirement  plans  may  also  be  part  of  the 
work  here. 

"Education  and  Training" 

In  the  Education  and  Training  Section 
are  jobs  dealing  with  all  training  super- 
vision, with  the  vestibule  school,  job  in- 
struction, apprenticeship,  foremanship  in- 
struction, up-grading,  and  government- 
training  co-operation. 

Supervisor  of  Suggestion  System  Is  an- 
other interesting  industrial  personnel  job 
in  which  the  worker  administers  all  func- 
tions of  the  suggestion  system,  Including 
supervision  of  collection,  clerical  activities, 
investigation  and  analysis,  and  makes  rec- 
ommendations for  awards. 

For  entering  at  the  bottom  and  working 
up  through  study  and  training,  there  is  no 
better  spot  in  the  field  of  industry  than  in 
personnel  work.  From  the  personnel  direc- 
tor right  down  the  line,  members  of  such 
a  department  will  be  alert  to  oppor- 
tunities for  advancement  and  will  be  en- 
couraged to  take  advantage  of  such  oppor- 
tunities. After  all,  if  you  spend  part  of 
your  day  explaining  to  others  ways  and 
means  of  preparing  for  the  upward  climb, 
you  are  likely  to  get  the  urge  yourself ! 

And  what  are  the  requirements?  For 
jobs  in  personnel  work  you  will  need 
courses  In  personnel  counseling,  job  analysis 
and  others  dealing  with  personnel  methods. 
Among  other  courses  that  you  should  have 
are:  business  administration.  Industrial 
legislation  and  history,  sociology,  eco- 
.  nomlcs,  and  psychology.  A  college  degree, 


though  not  required  for  Industrial  personnel 
jobs,  will  be  decidedly  helpful,  particularly 
in  the  growing  field  of  personnel  research. 
If  your  job  involves  assistance  to  families 
of  workers  you  will  need  training  in  social 
case  w^ork.  And  you  may  need  fluency  in 
foreign  languages,  depending,  of  course,  on 
the  nature  of  the  community  in  which  j^ou 
work. 

Among  the  problems  in  the  immediate 
future  will  be  the  challenge  to  every  per- 
sonnel worker  in  helping  war-workers  shift 
to  production  of  civilian  goods,  assisting  in 
the  difficult  job  of  working  with  minority 
groups,  and  In  placement  of  veterans.  When 
you  try  to  place  a  veteran  with  a  "hero 
complex"  you  will  need  all  that  tact,  intui- 
tion, sympathy,  and  sense  of  humor  which 
we  mentioned.  Probably  the  most  satisfying 
phase  of  your  work  will  be  placing  handi- 
capped veterans.  Most  of  these  men  will  be 
retrained  In  government  hospitals,  will  be 
emotionally  adjusted  to  their  handicaps 
and  ready  to  go  to  work.  A  similar  chal- 
lenge will  be  found  in  labor  relations,  if 
this  Is  a  function  of  the  personnel  section. 

Financial   and    Other   Returns 

The  financial  angle  of  personnel  work  in 
industry  is  not  as  favorable  as  in  other 
fields  of  personnel  work  chiefly  because 
heads  of  industry  continue  to  think  In  terms 
of  employee  production  in  cold  cash.  But 
you  will  find  returns  beyond  money  In  the 
satisfaction  of  helping  others  solve  difficult 
personal  problems,  of  seeing  them  get  ahead 
in  their  work  largely  through  your  efforts. 
There  wall  be  joy,  too,  in  helping  workers 
find  peace  of*  mind,  self-confidence  and 
pleasure  In  their  work,  in  developing  their 
interest  In  production,  and  In  helping  them 
gain  a  feeling  of  individual  Identity.  And 
you  will  be  especially  thrilled  If,  through 
sound  personnel  relations  In  A'our  company, 
come  greater  production  and  such  splendid 
by-products  as  more  jobs,  more  goods, 
higher    living    standards,    lower    turnover. 
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fewer  accidents,  and  good  all-round  person- 
nel development. 

Student  Personnel  Work.  Very  briefly 
we'll  mention  work  done  by  personnel  coun- 
selors in  high  schools  and  colleges,  whose 
chief  job  is  to  hold  young  people  in  school. 
In  most  cases  college  degrees  are  required, 
as  these  workers  are  classified  under  sys- 
tems for  teachers.  Among  their  duties  are 
assistance  in  solving  personal  and  educa- 
tional problems- — and,  probably  most  im- 
portant of  all,  assisting  students  in  making 
occupational  choices.  Only  the  well-trained 
specialist  can  be  successful  here  in  inter- 
preting the  results  of  tests  and  gaining  a 
clear  idea  of  each  student's  abilities  and 
weaknesses  so  that  he  may  be  guided  into 
the  most  suitable  occupation. 

Government  Personnel  Workers.  In  the 
Civil  Service  Commission  are  the  largest 
number  of  opportunities  for  personnel 
workers  in  preparing  tests,  giving  examina- 
tions, classifying  positions,  carrying  on  re- 
search and  so  on.  There  are,  however,  many 
other  government  jobs  in  the  U.  S.  Em- 
ployment Service  and  in  state  agencies. 
Many  of  the  large  government  agencies, 
too,  are  employing  their  own  personnel 
directors  to  co-operate  with  the  Civil 
Service  Commission  and  handle  individual 
personnel  problems  in  their  own  depart- 
ments. 

Both  government-  and  student-personnel 
jobs  ard  likely  to  pay  better  salaries  than 
similar  jobs  in  industry.  College  graduates 
may  have  to  begin  at  a  low  figure,  but 
they  will  soon  be  advanced  to  higher  rates. 
In  schools,  beginning  salaries  may  be  $1200 
a  year,  in  the  government  $1800  to  $2000, 
with  the  chance  of  going  to  $3,000  or 
$4,000  after,  say,  ten  years  of  service. 

There  are  excellent  prospects  ahead  in 
all  phases  of  personnel  work,  chiefly  be- 
cause it  is  a  young  and  growing  profession. 
Above  all,  though,  get  all  the  specialized 
training  you  can,  even  if  you  have  to  start 
in  a  clerical  job  in  industry  and  take  your 


college   courses   after   work  hours.   It   will 
pay  in  the  long  run. 

Some  references  for  further  reading: 

1.  Fields  of  Personnel  Work.  J.  G. 
Darley  &  R.  F.  Berdie.  Science  Research 
Association,  Chicago,  1941. 

2.  Personnel  Management.  W.  D.  Scott 
&  others.  McGraw-Hill,  N.  Y.  1941. 

3.  Public  Personnel  Administration.  W. 
E.  Mosher  &  J.  D.  Kingsley.  Harper,  N.  Y. 
1942. 

4.  Student  Personnel  Problems.  C.  G. 
Wrenn  &  R.  Bell.  Farrar  &  Rinehart,  N.  Y. 
1942. 

5.  Personnel  Management  and  Industrial 
Relations,  Dale  Yoder.  Prentice-Hall,  N.  Y. 

National  orgd'hizations  interested  in  voca- 
tional guidance: 

Altrusa  Clubs,  International  Association, 
540  N.  Michigan  Ave.,  Chicago  11,  111. 

American  Association  of  University 
Women,  1634  Eye  St.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

American  Nurses  Association,  1790 
Broadway,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

American  Vocational  Association,  Inc., 
1010  Vermont  Ave.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

B'nai  Brith  Vocational  Service  Bureau, 
1003  K  St.,  N.W.,  Washington  1,  D.  C. 

Boy  Scouts  of  America,  2  Park  Ave., 
New  York,  N.  Y. 

Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  U.  S,  A.^ 
1615  H  St.,  N.W.,  Washington  6,  D.  C. 

Committee  for  Economic  Development, 
285  Madison  Ave.,  New  York  17,  N.  Y. 

Kiwanis  International,  520  N.  Michigan 
Ave.,  Chicago,  111. 

Lions  Clubs,  332  South  Michigan  Ave., 
Chicago  11,  111. 

National  Federation  of  Business  and  Pro- 
fessional Women's  Clubs,  Inc.,  1819  Broad- 
way, New  York,  N.  Y. 

Rotary  International,  35  E.  Wacker 
Drive,  Chicago,  111. 

Y.  M.  C.  A.,  National  Council  of,  347 
Madison  Ave.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 


A  treatise  on  the  important 
business  usually  referred  to 
as  "finding  Cod" — with  the 
Prodigal    Son    as    our    subject 


By  CHAPLAIN  HAROLD  L.  PROPPE 


OFTEN  we  hear  the  expression,  "I  have 
found  God."  Strictly  speaking,  this  is 
incorrect.  We  should  say  "God  has  found 
me" — ^for  we  all  are  prodigal  sons.  We  run 
away  from  God;  we  hide  from  God  and 
He  is  seeking  us  and  longing  to  meet  us. 
However,  for  the  sake  of  agreement  and 
the  purpose  of  this  brief  article,  let  us  ask 
ourselves,  "What  does  finding  God  mean?" 

Finding  God  means  entering  into  a  per- 
sonal and  conscious  communion  of.  spirit 
wath  spirit,  with  one  recognized  to  be  the 
fitting  object  of  worship  and  love  in  whom 
we  find  forgiveness  of  sin,  whose  will  we 
desire  to  do,  and  in  whom  all  the  highest 
values  of  life  are  preserved.  That  person  is 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

This  discovery  is  marked  by  the  follow- 
ing characteristics,  among  others  that  could 
he  mentioned, 

(1)  53V  a  sense  of  relationship  restored. 
The  relationship  between 
God  and  us  is  as  though 
we  had  never  sinned.  It 
tiiay  often  mean  conse- 
quence and  hardships,  but 


ecommen 


TOPIC  TALK 


The    dramatic    moment    in    tlie     biblical 
story:    when    father    meets    prodigal    son. 


the  heart  is  at  ease  and  at  rest  because  it  is 
in  a  restored  relationship  to  God.  "For 
Christ  hath  suffered  for  our  sins,  the  just 
for  the  unjust,  that  He  might  bring  us  to 
God," 

(2)  By  a  new  sense  of  power.  A  person's 
wall  is  re-energized  by  the  power  of  God 
dwelling  in  us.  Things  we  thought  impos- 
sible are  now  bravely  tackled.  Temptations 
we  thought  wt  should  never  conquer  are, 
sometimes  slowly  but  eventually,  overcome. 
We  have  a  new  jwwer  over  sin.  We  begin 
to  glinlpse  the  power  that  could  make  a 
mortal  man  cry  out,  "In  and  through  Him 
that  strengtheneth  me  I  am  able  for  any- 
thing." 

(3)  By  a  neiv  sense  of  peace.  Not  a 
peace  secured  by  leaving  the  field  of  life's 
battle,  but  a  peace  in  battle,  gloriously  in- 
dependent of  changing 
circumstances,  but  by  an 
inner  serenity  in  the 
midst  of  turmoil  because 
God  keeps  the  heart  quiet. 
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A  peace  which  the  world  cannot  give  or  belong  to   God  and  in  His  capable  hands 

I     take  away.  A  peace  which  belongs  to  the  He  will  bring  us  through  to  the  goal  of 

eternal    silences.    A   peace  that  is  not  de-  His  purposes. 

pendent  upon  outward  things.  Have   you   found    God?    The   answer   to 

(4)    By  a  nezv  sense  of  joy.  Not  a  joy  every  man's  cry,  "Show  us  the  Father  and 

that    comes    from    high    spirits    and    good  it   sufificeth  us,"   is  found  in  the  words  of 

health,  or  from  having  enough  to  live  on,  our    Lord    and    Saviour,    Jesus    Christ.    "I 

but  a  joy  that  persists  through  all  things  am  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life;  no  man 

-     though  "joy  be  withered  all  and  dead."  A  cometh  unto  the  Father  but  by  me."   "He 

joy  that  comes  from  the  knowlege  that  we  that  hath  seen  Me  hath  seen  the  Father." 

Fourth  Sunday  of  the  Month 

Theme:  Finding  God 

Hymn  :  "Eternal  Father  Strong  to  Save"  {Hymned,  No.  216) 

Prayer:  (See  page  47,  prayer  by  G.  A.  Cleveland  Shrigley) 

Hymn:  "Holy,  Holy,  Holy"  {Hymnal,  No.  159) 

Scripture  Reading:  Psalm  139:112,  23-24 

Hymn  (or  offering)  selected  by  the  group 

Talk  based  on  "WHAT  GOES  ON  HERE?"  (page  39) 

Questions  for  Discussion  : 

1.  Many  atheists  get  along  and  succeed  better  than  many  zvho  believe  in 
God.  Why? 

2.  Why  does  the  author  of  "What  Goes  on  Here?"  say,  "I  have  found 
God"  is  incorrect,  but  that  "God  has  found  me"  is  correct?  How  do  you  feel 
about  it? 

3.  In  what  way  has  belief  and  trust  in  a  personal  God  made  a  difference 
in,  your  life? 

4.  Estimate  the  percentage  of  men  in  your  outfit  zvho  have  "found  God." 
Would  it  have  made  a  difference  in  the  zvar  if  the  percentage  had  been 
higher?  Explain  answer. 

Hymn:  "I've  Found  a  Friend"  {Hymnal,  No.  323) 

Benediction  :  "The  peace  of  God  which  passeth  all  understanding  keep  your 
hearts  and  minds  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord." 


10  SKVICEMINAND 


FOR  THE  NEW  YEAR 

SO  behold  a  grateful  New  Year !  A  brave  and  optimistic  new  year  in  which 
one  resolution  outshines  all  others :  to  stop  future  wars !  Sounds  simple, 
doesn't  it?  And  it  IS. 

All  we  need  to  do  is  to  regard  other  nations  of  the  world  as  friends  instead 
of  enemies,  with  trust,  not  suspicion.  The  almost  universal  delusion  that 
Man  is  a  brute,  and  can  understand  nothing  but  brute  force,  vanishes  into 
thin  air  when  nation  sits  down  beside  nation,  as  they  did  at  the  recent  San 
Francisco  conference — ^a  conference,  by  the  way,  which  some  of  us  may  have 
been  inclined  to  accept  as  a  commonplace  when  actually  it  was  the  most 
encouraging  and  stirring  thing  that  has  happened  to  mankind  since  the 
beginning  of  Time ! 

Suspicion  breeds  suspicion,  and  suspicions  inevitably  breed  wars. 

Where,  then,  is  trust  to  start?  When  is  the  Grand  Experiment  to  be 
given  a  break?  What  nation  trusts  God  and  Right  strong  enough  to  lead  the 
world  out  of  the  brute  concept  and  into  an  enlightened  acceptance  of  the 
fact  that  the  same  premise  of  mutual  faith  which  makes  international  trade 
possible  can  make  possible  international  accord?  Any  one  of  them  might  step 
out  and  do  it,  but  what  a  proud  and  glorious  thing  it  would  be  if  we,  this 
very  present  generation,  were  to  step  out  and  lead  the  parade-of -faith !  What 
a  magnificent  heritage  for  our  children's  children's  children ! 

It's  all  very  high-sounding  and  poetic  to  call  these  United  States  "God's 
country."  But  the  God  I  believe  in  is  an  International  God!  A  God  who 
considers  all  countries  "God's"  country,  and  all  peoples  His  people. 

So  if  each  of  us  would  start  this  new  year  by  vowing  to  stamp  out  distrust 
and  suspicion,  even  if  it  is  only  in  the  little  personal  arc  where  we  operate, 
and  build  instead  good  will  and  a  premise  of  Christian  faith,  we  shall  indeed 
have  made  a  seven-league  step  in  the  direction  of  a  permanent  and  abiding 
peace. 

May  our  concept  of  God  become  "internationar' ! 

And  may  God  bless  you  all  throughout  this  and  every  j' ear ! 
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From  what  Old  World  city  did  an 
American  soldier  write  back  at  Christmas 
time :  "It  happened  right  here,  not  far  from 
the  hostel  where  I'm  stopping.  Here  is 
where  it  all  started.  I  used  to  think  artists 
just  made  up  those  pictures  on  Christmas 
cards,  but  it  looks  just  the  same  here  as  it 
did  almost  2,000  years  ago,  the  same  hills 
and  sheep  and  trees."   (Matthew  2:1) 

?     ?     ? 
Who  made  the  biggest  idol  described  in 
the  Bible,  a  gold  image  almost  as  hight  as 
the  Statue  of  Liberty?   (Daniel  3:1) 

?     ?     ? 
On  what  animals  did  the  Wise  Men  ride 
when  they  came  to  Bethlehem  to  pay  their 
respects   to   the   infant    Christ?    (Matthew 
2:1-12) 

?     ?     ? 
How  many  doors  did  Noah's  ark  have? 
(Genesis  6:16) 

?     ?     ? 
What  bird  is  described  in  the  Bible  as 
building  her   nest   under   the   eaves   of   the 
barn?  (Proverbs  26:2) 

?     ?     ? 
How  many  of  Adam  and  Eve's  numer- 
ous children  are  named  in  the  Bible?  (Gen- 
esis 4:1,  2;  5:3,  4) 

?     ?     ? 
Is  this  quotation  from  the  Old  or  New 
Testament,   "My  God,  my  God,  why  hast 
Thou  forsaken  Me?" 


Who    was    Herodias- 
child?  (Matthezv  14:3) 
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How  many  verses  in  the  shortest  Psalm? 
(Psalms  117) 

?     ?     ? 

Who  was  Paul's  most  distinguished  con- 
vert in  Athens?  (Hint:  He  was  a  member 
of  the  governing  council  of  thirty  elders, 
which  was  the  Athenian  Senate  and  also 
the  Supreme  Court.  Tradition  says  that  he 
became  the  first  bishop  of  Athens.)  (Acts 
17:34) 

?     ?     ? 

One  of  Spufgeon's  greatest  sermons  was 
on  the  subject  "Eternity."  For  his  text  he 
took  the  only  mention  of  this  word  in  the 
Bible,  which  refers  to  "one  that  inhabiteth 

eternity,  whose  name  is  ."  What  is  the 

missing  word?   (Isaiah  57:15) 

?     ?     ? 
Probably   the    most   universally   familiar 
chapter  of  the   Bible  is  the  Twenty-Third 
Psalm.  How  many  verses  does  it  have? 

?     ?     ? 
Why  is  the  fourth  book  of  the  Bible  called 
the  "Book  of  Numbers"?    (Numbers  1:46) 

?     ?     ? 
What  is  the  New  Testament  spelling  of 
the  name  of  the  famous  prophet  who  trav- 
eled  for   three    days    inside    a   large    fish? 
(Matthew  21:41) 

?     ?     ? 
David,  in  one  of  his  psalms,  says,   "Oh 
that  I  had  wings  like  a  dove !"  Why  did  he 
want  wings?    (Psalms  55:6) 

?     ?     ? 
What  bird  is  mentioned  as  carrying  its 
3^oung  on  its  wings?   (Deuteronomy  32:11) 

?     ?     ? 
What  two  Old  Testament  books  contain 
the  Ten  Commandments? 

?     ?     ? 
What  woman  in  the  Bible  was  paid  for 
nursing  her   own  baby?    (Exodus  2:8,  9) 

?     ?     ? 
What  two   Bible   missionaries  had   their 
feet  put  in  stocks?   (Acts  16:19-24) 
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^■■■l^HiBy  IVAN  M.  GOULDi 

General    Secretary,    Service    Men's    Christian    League 


HAPPY  New  Year,  wherever  you  are ! 
The  SMCL  sends  a  wish  for  your  own 
personal  happiness  and  a  prayer  that  this 
new  year  may  bring  the  dawn  of  a  new 
day  of  peace  just  as  1945  brought  the  day 
of  victory. 

Last  New  Year's- Eve  many  League  units 
held  Watchnight  Services.  One  of  the  most 
successful  was  held  by  the  SMCL  Caribe 
Unit  at  Frontier  Base  under  the  able 
direction  of  the  President,  T.  H.  Askew, 
Y3c,  USNR;  Vice-President,  J.  Alex  Mac- 
Kensie,  PhMlc,  USNR,  Secretary-Treas- 
urer, W.  C.  Forshey,  Y2c,  USNR,  and 
Chaplain  S.  C.  Warr. 

Another  SMCL  friend.  Chaplain  John 
L.  Harris  wrote  this  in  his  chapel  bulletin. 
We  pass  it  on  as  a  suggestion  to  others : 

"Your  chaplain  would  like  to  encourage 
you  to  include  in  your  resolutions  for  the 
New  Year  one  like  this :  'I  will  make  an 
opportunity  sometime  every  day  to  read  or 
to  recall  from  memory  some  passage  from 
the  Scriptures  and  to  lift  my  thoughts  to 
God  in  prayer.  I  will  plan  each  week's 
activities  so  that  other  duties  will  not 
prevent  my  attendance  at  divine  worship.'  " 

I      What — no  chaplain?  Perhaps  you  are  on 
■  a  ship  or  in  a  small  group  where  no  chap- 
lain   serves    you.    Then    what    about    the 
SMCL?   Chaplain  John  T.  Adams,   Jr., 

who  has  started  a  League  unit  with  a  bang, 
says   that  he   thinks   a   League  unit   is   an 
Jdeal   organization   for   a   group   forced   to 
get  along  without  a  chaplain. 


Incidentally,  the  League  unit  under  Chap- 
lain Adam's  direction  started  out  to  under- 
gird  the  whole  religious  program  on  their 
post.  The)'  planned  special  song  services 
for  Friday  nights  and  had  such  interesting 
programs  that  several  men  walked  a  mile 
or  more  from  neighboring  units  to  attend 
their  League  unit  meetings.  S/Sgt.  Buez 
H.  Fauber  was  president  of  the  group 
when  this  report  was  made. 

Going  back  to  units  without  chaplains, 
we  have  been  pleased  with  three  reports 
that  came  to  the  ofhce.  First  is  a  report  of 
The  Wesson  Unit  of  the  SMCL.  It  is  made 
by  Samuel  E.  Levy,  Rdm2c,  who  states 
that  Earl  Lewis,  Eclc,  is  president.  Otto 
Groel,  Sflc,  is  vice-president  and  Ralph 
Trimble,  Emlc,  is  secretary-treasurer : 

"We  do  not  rate  a  chaplain  on  this 
ship,  and  at  the  suggestion  of  some  of  the 
men,  we  started  worship  services  of  our 
own  in  February,  1944.  From  that  time  on, 
unless  it  was  absolutely  impossible  or  un- 
less we  were  in  port  and  could  visit  ships 
with  chaplains,  we  have  held  our  own 
services  every  week.  We  learned  of  the 
SMCL  through  The  Lixk  magazine;  and 
last  fall,  after  discussing  it  pro  and  con, 
we  decided  to  form  a  unit.  It  took  con- 
siderable time,  with  many  setbacks  as  you 
can  see,  we  have  a  rather  large  group  (54) 
for  a  ship  of  this  size ;  but  we  think  that 
the  fellows  are  sincere  in  their  interest. 
We  made  it  as  clear  as  possible  to  them, 
that  the  most  important  factor  in  becoming 
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an  active  •member  was  that  the  person 
should  accept  Christ  as  his  personal  Savior. 

"We  try  to  have  discussion  periods  when 
possible,  but,  just  as  it  is  back  home,  the 
boys  are  reluctant  to  get  up  and  speak.  We 
are  endeavoring  to  correct  this  by  having 
sentence  prayers,  which  will  help  some  of 
them  lose  their  self-consciousness,  and  at 
the  same  time  teach  them  how  to  pray. 

"Our  topics  are  taken  care  of  by  seven 
or  eight  of  us,  taking  turns.  Music  is  fur- 
nished by  trumpet  and  guitar,  and  vocal 
selections  by  our  quartet.  We  hope  to  un- 
cover additional  talent  as  we  go  along." 

Another  report  comes  from  S/Sgt. 
Wayne  P.  Harley  who  w^as  in  England 
at  time  of  writing.  Since  his  group  had  no 
chaplain,  they  met  for  fellowship  in  the 
home  of  the  !Methodist  minister,  Rev.  J. 
Allan  Fletcher.  At  one  of  their  meetings, 
Mr.  Fletcher  read  a  letter  received  from 
a  member  of  his  congregation  serving  in 
the  British  Central  Mediterranean  Forces. 
Since  it  might  serve  as  a  basis  for  discuss- 
ing the  value  of  "foxhole"  religion,  we 
print  the  statement  in  full : 

"I  am  writing  from  the  front,  and  it  is 
here  where  men  are  made  to  think.  There 
are  few  things  in  this  world  which  seem 
worth  hanging  onto  w^hen  death  lurks  at 
every  corner.  Thus  where  one  grapples  with 
eternity,  and  much  that  was  once  thought 
valuable  and  to  which  we  cling  as  to  our 
own,  becomes  meaningless.  So  if,  out  of 
such  a  time  as  this,  we  are  brought  face 
to  face  with  God,  then  life  can  never  be 
the  same  again.  And  if  the  days  of  this 
war  -bring  us  to  a  new  understanding  of 
His  will  and  purpose,  then,  and  only  then, 
will  they  not  have  been  in  vain." 

He  goes  on  to  say:  "Last  Sunday  night 
at  the  close  of  a  perilous  week,  a  few  of 
the  lads  asked  if  we  might  have  a  service. 
We  all  felt  as  our  lives  had  been  preserved 
and  we  had  something  for  which  to  thank 
God.  Services  are  not  always  as  sponta- 
neous as  this,  I'm  sorry  to  say.  So  about 
a  dozen  of  us  gathered  around  the  dim 
light  of  a  room  in  the  billet  hoping  to  find 
the  Eternal  light.  There  were  not  enough 


books  to  go  around,  but  we  managed  to 
sing  a  few  of  our  favorite  hymns,  and  in 
the  stillness  of  that  evening  we  prayed 
from  the  depths  of  our  hearts.  We  remem- 
bered our  comrades  in  battle — ^those  who 
were  no  longer  with  us,  and  of  course  you 
dear  folk  held  a  major  place  in  our  inter- 
cession. I  read  from  St.  John  those  verses 
about  the  Good  Shepherd,  and  my  friend 
talked  a  few  minutes  on  the  23rd  Psalm, 
for  in  very  truth  we  had  been  right  to  the 
Valley  of  the  shadow.'  We  closed  with 
Henry  Bakers'  lines,  'The  King  of  Love 
My  Shepherd  Is,  Whose  Goodness  Faileth 
Never.' " 

The  third  report  comes  from  Lt.  (j.g.) 
J.  Eugene  Pierce  on  the  IJ ,  S.  S.  President 
Monroe.  With  the  approval  and  support 
of  the  captain,  a  League  unit  was  formed 
which  served  the  whole  ship  even  though 
the  actual  membership  of  the  League  unit 
was  small.  Lt.  Pierce  writes : 

"When  visiting  chaplains  have  not  been 
available  our  SMCL  has  conducted  church 
services  which  have  been  well  received  by 
the  passengers  on  the  ship.  In  fact,  the 
attendance  of  passengers  is  at  times  as  high 
as  200." 

With  this  issue  of  The  Link,  the  topics 
for  discussion  are  based  on  the  articles  ap- 
pearing in  the  magazine.  In  order  to  give 
a  wider  selection  of  topics,  from  time  to 
time  w^e  will  print  in  "This  Is  Your 
League"  topics  that  have  been  found  useful 
by  other  groups.  One  such  topic — "Why 
Be  a  Churchman?" — has  been  reported  by 
Lt.  Samuel  J.  Strebin,  and  Chaplain  F. 
F.  Smart,  Jr. 

There  are  two  familiar  arguments  for 
not  joining  the  church:  (a)  There  are  too 
many  hypocrites  in  the  church;  (b)  The 
church  has  failed  in  her  task. 

There  are  these  reasons  jor  being  a 
churchman:  (a)  To  identify  oneself  with 
a  constructive  Christian  organization;  (b) 
To  take  advantage  of  an  opportunity,  not 
otherwise  available  to  get  an  insight  into 
the  meaning  of  Christianity  which  the 
trained  leadership  of  the  clergy  should 
provide;   (c)  To  have  a  place  particularly 
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set  aside  for  the  worship  of  God  and  which 
is  conducive  to  worship,  (d)  To  take  ad- 
vantage of  worship  which  is  psychologically 
restful  and  aesthetically  beautiful  in  periods 
of  greater  than  normal  strain  and  hurry 
such  as  flight  training,  (e)  To  accept  a 
personal  obligation  which  exists  because 
the  Christian  Church  has  contributed  so 
largel}^  to  our  present  freedom;  (f)  To 
satisfy  a  recurrent  feeling  of  deep  spiritual 
need  which  real  corporate  worship  alone 
is  able  to  satisfy. 

Discussion  centered  on  reasons,  pro  and 
con,  for  joining  the  church. 

The  most  ambitious  report  we  have  seen 
issued  by  a  unit  of  the  SMCL  is  a  booklet 
containing  the  history  of  the  Christian 
Service  League  of  the  70th  General  Hos- 
pital. This  booklet  gives  a  complete  history, 
financial  report  and  contains  the  names  and 
home  addresses  of  175  members  of  this 
League  unit.  Here  are  some  of  the  high 
spots  of  the  history : 

"After  arriving  overseas  we  waited  sev- 
eral   weeks    before    organizing   a    League. 


Officers  of  the  SMCL  unit  with    the  Fifth 
Amphibious    Corps    of    the    Pacific    Fleet 


Chaplain  Robert  T.  MacFarlane  held  the 
first  religious  services  of  the  unit  in  an 
open-air  auditorium  on  one  of  the  North 
African  hills  (Goat-Hill).  Seats  were  made 
out  of  planks  and  stones,  a  stone  altar  used 
for  the  pulpit  and  wooden  cross  erected 
to  let  others  know  it  was  a  place  of  wor- 
ship. Many  seasons  of  Christian  fellow- 
ship were  enjoyed  on  this  hill. 

"The  League  unit  held  its  first  service 
on  Monday  evening,  December  6,  1945,  in 
a  winterized  ward  tent,  at  the  hospital 
center  near  Oran,  North  Africa.  S/Sgt. 
William  H.  Means  was  president  for  the 
first  quarter  with  T/4  Walter  K.  C.  Rolde 


Men  of  the  Fifth  Amphibious  Corps  meet  on  deck  for  a  rec/iilar  meeting  of  their  SMCL  unit 
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and  T/5  Arthur  J.  Wiens,  vice-president 
and  secretary-treasurer,  respectively.  T/4 
Richard  E,  Meyer  was  appointed  organist. 

"During  this  quarter,  as  a  result  of  ex- 
cellent programs  to  promote  Christian  fel- 
lowship, the  League  unit  accepted  62  mem- 
bers. The  League  also  seemed  dissatisfied 
with  having  any  large  sum  in  the  treasury 
and  definite  steps  were  taken  to  insure 
against  any  such  possibility.  Liberal  dona- 
tions were  given  to  worthy  organizations 
and  individuals. 

"One  very  good  example  of  the  contribu- 
tions given  by  the  League  is  the  178  boxes 
of  hard  candy,  212  packages  of  gum,  11 
packages  of  cookies,  205  packages  of  Life- 
Savers,  67  bars  of  candy,  and  25  pounds  of 
hard  candy  given  to  the  French  children  in 
Oran  for  Christmas,  1943,  through  the 
Protestant  churches  there. 

"We  were  happy  to  welcome  several 
Japanese-American  patients  at  our  hospital 
into  the  membership  of  our  League  unit 
during  the  first  quarter.  One  of  them,  led 
a  discussion  group  for  one  of  the  programs. 
Another,  after  being  discharged  from* the 
hospital  and  sent  back  to  his  unit,  sent  our 
League  unit  a  special  contribution. 

"Our  first  meeting  at  Pistoia  was  the 
53rd  meeting  of  the  League  unit  and  took 
place  on  Monday  evening,  7  o'clock,  on  18th 
December,  1944.  It  didn't  take  long  for  the 
members  of  our  unit  to  find  a  worthy  cause 
for  further  donations  and  a  combined  Italian 
and  American  worship  service  with  the  dis- 
covery of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Pistoia. 
Here  we  found  a  small  group  of  people 
worshiping. 

"Our  eightieth  consecutive  meeting  was 
held  on  June  25,  1945,  at  Pistoia,  Italy. 
Pastor  LaGreca  and  the  choir  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church  gave  us  the  program.  His 
daughter  Mary  acted  as  interpreter. 

"On  August  20,  1945,  the  two  Leagues 
held  a  social  in  the  parlors  of  the  Baptist 
Church  in  Pistoia  with  approximately  80 
Americans  and  Italians  in  attendance.  A 
song  service  followed  the  social  with  spe- 
cial numbers  by  the  Italian  choir  and  the 
Americans.  A  noticeable  fact  was  the  im- 
provement of  the  American  ability  to  speak 
Italian." 


BIBLE  READINGS  FOR  THE  MONTH 
Selected  for  you  by  the  American   Bible  Society 

Of  Fundamental  Things 

1.  God.  Revelation  1:8 

2.  The  world.  Genesis  1 :1 

3.  The  Word  of  Cod.  John  1 :1,  2 

4.  Man.  Genesis  1 :26,  27 

5.  Sin.  Genesis  3:6-11 

6.  Home.  Genesis  2:18,  23,  24 

In  Religion 

7.  Where  wisdom  begins.   Prov.  9:10 

8.  The  beginning  of  prayer.  Genesis  4:26 

9.  The  First  Commandment.   Exodus  20:3 

10.  Basic  elements  in  religion.   Micah  6:8 

11.  Christ's    First    Commandment.    Matthew    22: 
36-38 

12.  The  First  Commandment  with  promise.   Eph. 
6:2;  Ex.  20:12 

In  Jesus'  Ministry 

13.  The  announcement.  Matt.  3:1-3 

14.  His  baptism.   Mark   1:9-11 

15.  He  begins  to  preach.  Matt.  4:17 

16.  His  first  disciple.  John   1:35-41 

17.  His  first  miracle.  John  2:1-11 

18.  He  points  toward  the  Cross.  Matt.  16:21,  22 

19.  He  sends  out  His  Disciples.  Mark  6:7 

20.  His  first  parable.  Mark  12:1-12 

21.  His  first  word  from  the  Cross.  Luke  23:34 

22.  His  first   Resurrection   appearance.   John   20: 
14-16 

In  the  Christian  Church 

23.  The  first  evangelist.  John  1 :40-42 

24.  The  foundation  of  the  church.  Matt.  16:  17, 
18 

25.  The  first  visitation  of  the  Spirit.  Acts  2:1-4 

26.  The  first  martyr.  Acts  7:59,  60 

27.  First  called  Christians.  Acts  11:25,  26 

28.  Europe  calls  for  the  Gospel.  Acts  16:9,  10 

29.  The  first  rule  in  stewardship.  I  Cor.   16:2 

30.  The  first  great  revival.  Acts  2:41,  42 

31.  Gentiles  first  received.  Acts   11:17,   18 


.**' 


^ 


^ 


Prayers  designed  ior  private 
and  public  devotions  of  men 
and  women  in  the  armed  forces 


W 


PRAYc 


n^ 


w 


^ 


By  G.  A.  CLEVELAND  SHRIGLEY 

Compiler  and  author  of  "Prayers 
far  Men.  in  Service,"  "IVarHme 
Prayers  for  Those  at  Home," 
"Prayers  for  Wcmien  Who  Serve." 


FOR   COD  TO   USE   US 

•    WHEN   THE  TUMULT   of   peace   is   around   us 
and     our    feeble    wills    are     confused     and    our 
hearts   are   divided    in    loyalties,    speak   to   us,    O 
Cod  of  Power,  Thy  message  of  love  and  forgive- 
ness. Turn  our  world  from  hatred  and  fear,  from 
I  fire  and  sword,  from  violence  and  death.  Renew 
'  in   us   trust    in   Thee   and   Thine    eternal    purpose 
to   create,    redeem,    and    sanctify.    Bid   us   depart 
from    all    courses    of    evil    and    follow    after    thy 
j  light    that    we    may    overcome    the    powers    of 
darkness   which    destroy   Thy    children    and    that 
we  may  be  used  by  Thee  to  usher  in  Thy  reign 
of  prosperity  and  peace.  Amen. 

!  FOR  THE  LONELY 

'  •  DEAR  FATHER,  be  with  all  those  in  ail  the 
world  who  are   separated   from   their   loved   ones 

i  in   these  troubled   times  and   are   lonely   and   sad 

I  at  heart.  May  they  find  in  Thee  a  Friend  and 
Helper  and  know  Thy  comfort  and  Thy  care. 
Lift  up  their  spirits,  and  quiet  all  their  fears. 
Send  Thine  angel  messengers  to  carry  their 
thoughts  to  and  from  those  for  whom  they  long, 
and  give  them  pleasant  memories  and  dreams 
and  hopes  of  fond  companionship  and  affection. 
May  they  feel  in  every  gift  and  message  the 
prayers  and  warm  handclasps  of  relatives  and 
friends.  And  soon,  O  Cod,  if  it  be  Thy  will,  may 

j  famines  and  loved  ones  be  united  again  and  all 
hearts  be  filled  with  love  and  peace.  Amen. 

FOR  TOLERANCE 

I  •  OUR  FATHER,  may  we  ever  keep  Thy  love 
in  our  hearts  and  practice  it  in  our  lives  so 
that  in  our  country  we  may  never  tolerate  op- 
pression of  any  minority  which  holds  different 
religious  or  cultural  beliefs  or  belongs  to  a  race 
other  than  that  of  the  majority  of  our  citizens. 
May  we  study  to  understand  and  co-operate 
with  all  those  of  various  origins  who  live  and 
work  among  us  and  contribute  their  share  to 
the  greatness  of  thought  and  achievement  of 
our  nation.  May  we  be  vigilant  and  quick  in 
correcting  false  teachings  of  the  superiority  of 
any    one    group    over    another    for    any    reason 


whatsoever.  May  we  uproot  the  seeds  of  prej- 
udice and  hate  whenever  they  are  scattered  by 
selfish  or  ignorant  leaders  of  the  blind.  May 
we  be  united  as  one  family  under  Thee  in 
peaceful  pursuits  and  in  defense  of  the  homes 
of  our  people  who  are  all  precious  in  Thy 
sight.  Amen. 

FOR    PERSEVERANCE 

•  ETERNAL  COD,  our  Father,  Thou  dost  ever- 
lastingly rule  over  Thy  creation,  and  all  Thy 
plans  for  men  are  kind  and  good.  Thou  art  all- 
powerful,  and  no  force  can  overwhelm  Thee  ©r 
defeat  Thine  ends.  Thou  dost  use  us  for  Thy 
purposes,  and  as  we  obey  Thee  and  strive  to  do 
Thy  will,  we  share  in  all  good  things  with 
Thee.  If  in  Thy  wisdom  Thou  dost  permit  evil 
to  hold  sway  for  a  little  while.  Thou  doest  this 
only  to  test  our  faith  in  Thee,  to  make  us  grow 
strong  by  hardship,  and  to  give  us  oppor- 
tunities for  greater  service.  In  all  times  of 
trouble  bear  us  up  with  Thine  arms,  and  keep 
our  hopes  bright  and  our  hearts  firm.  Increase 
in  us  effort  and  determination,  and  make  us 
sure  that  with  Thee  and  Thy  cause  there  is 
final  victory  over  all  evil,  now  on  earth  and 
for  ever  in  heaven.  Amen. 

FOR   CO-OPERATION    AMONG    RACES 

•  OUR  FATHER  and  the  Father  of  all  men, 
Thou  hast  created  men  of  every  race,  color, 
language,  and  nation  to  be  one  family  of  Thy 
children  on  earth.  Thou  givest  to  each  one  his 
own  body,  mind,  and  soul,  and  Thou  dost  make 
each  one  different.  It  is  Thy  will  that  all  men 
should  live  as  brothers  to  love  and  serve  Thee 
and  their  fellow-men.  Teach  us  all  to  know, 
understand,  love,  and  help  each*  other.  In  all 
worthy  human  aspirations,  endeavors,  and 
achievements  may  we  learn  to  think,  plan,  and 
work  together  for  the  good  of  all,  as  Thou 
wouldst  have  us  do.  Thus  may  our  various 
talents  serve  as  enrichment  for  the  life  and 
thought  of  all,  and  may  we  live  together  in 
harmony  and  peace  with  Thee  and  our  neigh- 
bors, near  and  far,  in  Thy  beautiful  and  bounte- 
ous creation.  Amen. 
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When  an  Englishman  is  told  a  joke,  he 
laughs  three  times :  first,  to  be  polite ;  sec- 
ond, when  the  joke  is  explained;  third, 
when  he  catches  on. 

When  a  German  is  told  a  joke,  he  laughs 
twice :  first,  to  be  polite ;  second,  when  the 
joke  is  explained.  He  doesn't  catch  on. 

When  a  Frenchman  is  told  a  joke,  he 
laughs  once ;  he  catches  on  immediately. 

When  an  American  is  told  a  joke,  he 
doesn't  laugh  at  all ;  he's  heard  it  before. 

From  the  Marianas  a  Seabee  wrote  home, 
enclosing  a  picture  of  a  half -naked,  bushy- 
haired,  bearded  man.  The  censor  returned 
the  snapshot  explaining  that  pictures  of  the 
natives  are  taboo.  The  Seabee  rushed  to 
the  censor,  demanding  justice:  "That  photo- 
graph," he  beefed,  "is  me !" 

♦ 

The  Colonel's  wife  sent  the  following 
note  to  Captain  Brown: 

"Colonel  and  Mrs.  White  request  the 
pleasure  of  Captain  Brown's  company  to 
dinner  on  the  20th." 

Captain  Brown's  reply  gave  her  quite  a 
shock.  It  read : 

"With  exception  of  two  sick  men,  Cap- 
tain Brown's'  company  accepts  your  kind 
invitation  with  pleasure." 


Top  Junior,  the  Post  Brat,   saw  an  In- 
dian squaw  carrying  her  papoose — the  first 
-  time   his    boyish    eyes   had    beheld    such    a 
sight. 

"Hey,  Pop,"  he  yelled,  "Get  a  load  of 
that  pistol-packin'  mamma  with  a  rear 
gunner !" 

■   ^-» 

Driving  up  to  the  house  to  d^-liver  the 
family's  seventh  baby,  the  doctor  almost 
ran  over  a  duck. 

"Is  that  your  duck  out  front?"  asked  the 
M.  D. 

"It's  ours,  but  it  ain't  no  duck.  It's  a 
stork  with  his  legs  worn  off  from  making 
so  many  calls." 

♦      - 

Sailor :  "How  about  a  date  tonight  sugar?" 
Manicurist:  "You'll  have  to  ask  my  hus- 
band. He's  shaving  you." 
^. 

A  newly  commissioned  officer  had  just 
given  his  seat  on  a  plane  to  a  sobbing, 
pretty  blonde  who  had  related  her  tale  of 
woe.  His  wire  to  his  CO  was,  "Gave  berth 
to  girl,  taking  next  plane." 

His    CO   wired   back:    "Congratulations. 
Next  confinement  in  barracks." 
.?. 

Teacher :  "Who  can  tell  me  what  made 
Francis  Scott  Key  famous?" 

Student :  "He  knew  all  the  verses  of  the 
'Star  Spangled  Banner.'  " 

MoMMlc:  "May  I  have  special  liberty 
on  Wednesday,  sir?  It's  my  25th  wedding, 
anniversary." 

Officer :  "What !  Are  we  going  to  have 
to  put  up  with  this  every  25  years?" 
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Beginning  our  new  series  of 
features  on  famous  women  who 
are  prominent  in  the  Bible's 
gallery    of    personalities    .    .    . 


Religions  News  Service 


PHARAOH'S     DAUGHTER 


PHARAOH  was  the  Egyptian  king  whose  idea  of  dealing  wisely  with  the  Israelites, 
increasing  in  numbers  and  influence  in  his  domain,  was  to  decree  that  all  newly-born 
male  infants  be  put  to  death. 

Shortly  after  he  had  issued  this  edict,  his  daughter,  accompanied  by  her  attendants* 
went  down  to  the  river  to  bathe.  There,  in  a  clump  of  reeds,  she  found  a  carefully  con- 
structed ark  or  cradle,  and  in  it  a  lusty  male  baby.  As  she  gazed  down  on  the  little  one,  he 
began  to  cry. 

From  a  vantage-point  close  by,  a  girl  was  watching  to  see  what  happened  to  the  babe; 
and  it  was  she,  the  sister  of  the  boy,  who  whispered  to  the  King's  daughter  that  she  knew 
ia  Hebrew  nurse. 

Little  did  Pharaoh's  daughter  realize,  when  she  ordered  the  young  girl  to  bring  the  nurse, 
4hat  it  was  the  mother  of  the  little  one  into  whose  care  the  child  was  placed. 

The  child's  mother  needed  no  urging  from  Pharaoh's  daughter  to  give  him  every  attention; 
4nd  so  the  boy  grew,  and  at  last  was  brought  to  the  King's  palace  and  became  the  adopted 
$on  of  his  daughter.  She  called  him  Moses,  because  she  had  drawn  him  out  of  the  water. 

One  day  Moses,  now  full  grown,  saw  an  Egyptian  belaboring  a  Hebrew.  In  anger  he 
killed  the  Egyptian  and  buried  him.  When  Pharaoh  heard  of  this,  he  sought  to  slay  Moses 
twho,  to  escape  the  wrath  of  the  King,  fled  into  the  land  of  Median. 

More  of  the  amazing  life-story  of  this  youngster  who  was  saved  from  a  watery  grave  to 
become  a  great  leader  is  found  in  the  Old  Testament  books.  Exodus,  Leviticus,  and  Numbers. 
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